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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


At a late meeting of the associa- 
tion of male sunday school teachers, 
it was agreed to have an annual ad- 
dress, and other appropriate exer- 
Cises, at a meeting of the teachers 
to be called for that purpose.— 
The exercises at the first meeting 
held in pursuance of this resolution, 
were conducted by the Rev. Messrs. 
EASTBURN, SKINNER, BEDELL, and 
Cremson. At the request of the 
committee of arrangements, we have 
been furnished, for publication, with 
a copy of the following 


Remarks by the Rev. Tuomas H. Sxrn- 
NER, at a meeting of S. S. Teachers 
in Philadelphia held in the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Jan. 3, 1826. 


The Sunday school system recent- 
ly originated by a benevolent En- 
glishman, hath already extended it- 
self into every land, and almost every 
district wherein a protestant church 
may be found. The remote cause of 
its rapid advance, under divine agen- 
cy and blessing, is doubtless its per- 
fect congeniality to the spirit of the 
Gospel, and to the increasingly bene- 
volent spirit of this age. Like eve 
other good thing on earth, it hath had 
its discouragements to resist; its ad- 
versaries to overcome; but it hath 
prevailed, and is at this moment ex- 
erting a direct influence on more 
than one million of souls, and an indi- 
rect influence to an extent scarcel 
less than that of Christianity itself. 
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They who have been most engaged 
with the affairs of this system, have 
been constantly gratified with the 

owing zeal and devotedness of its 
friends; but there is one circumstance, 
which more than any thing else, en- 
sures its perpetuity, its enlargement, 
and its unmeasurable usefulness: I 
allude to the fact, that the labourers 
in this field of benevolence, though 
patient and indefatigable to a pattern, 
do in concert and set season, confess 
their dependence on God for success, 
and cry for his aid, by earnest prayer 
and supplication. No cause, though 
of real benevolence, will prosper long 
which depends only on what unaided 
man can do for it; while they who 
in a worthy undertaking, properly 
confess confidence in God, at the 
same time exerting their own might, 
no less than if they trusted in that 
alone, shall find in due season their 
utmost hope exceeded. 

If I have not misjudged the nature 
of the present occasion, the same 
spirit which assembles you monthly 
for prayer, hath brought you together 
in this sanctuary to-night. I under- 
stand the object of the meeting to be 
perfectly spiritual; the same that 
moves the saints when they meet with 
one accord in one place, at their sea- 
sons of holy convocation. Ye declare 
by this appointment that ye judge 
yourselves engaged in a holy cause, 
and that ye confide not in yourselves 
but in God, for success to all your en- 
terprise and labour: so I understood 
when ye requested from my lips, asa 
minister in holy things, a word this 
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evening for your encouragement as 
teachers of sunday schools. 
Esteeming very highly, faithful 
and beloved, the cause ye have es- 
oused, I have felt myself in a strait 
Ccswrist two opposite inclinations: — 
On the one hand I could not endure 
to withhold spiritual benefit from 
those | consider such true and patient 
yoke-fellows in the service of Christ; 
and on the other, I knew that my 
stated labours would hinder me from 
rendering due honour to a cause so 
excellent—so worthy the best efforts 
of the most gifted advocate. 

If | have yielded to your solicita- 
tion, it was with no hope of doing 
your cause justice. The praise of the 
sunday school hath not yet been fully 
pronounced by any tongue that hath 
undertaken the task. For awhile, 
there was doubt with some christians 
very jealous for the holy observance 
of the sabbath, whether instruction 
in letters were not too secular a busi- 
ness for that hallowed day. But the 
considerations, that instruction in di- 
vine things was no desecration, but 
rather the greatest duty of the sab- 
bath, and that to this end, instruction 
in letters was well nigh indispensa- 
ble; associated with this other con- 
sideration, that for the most part the 
classes of persons taught letters in 
sunday schools, would but for this 
teaching, go almost uneducated ;— 
these considerations seem to have 
chased and abolished that fore- 
mentioned delicate scruple :--and no 
christians, as sabbath-day-keepers, 
now stand foremost of the teachers in 
sunday schools: none attending more 
orderly and duly upon the public 
service of God ;—and none, ab- 
staining more conscientiously from 
all worldly business and recreations; 
calling the sabbath a Delight, the Ho- 
ly of the Lord, Honourable;—ho- 
nouring God by not doing their own 
ways, nor amgy | their own pleasure, 
nor speaking their own words:— 
none transcending them in the duties 
either of abstinence or devotion re- 
quired on the sabbath, while they 
perhaps take the lead of all others in 
the equally laudable duties of active 
and cit Acaying benevolence:—thus 
judging, that the sabbath was made 
or man, and not man for the sab- 
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bath; and that if it be no crime to lead 
out an ox or ass to the water on the 
sabbath, neither is it a crime to loose 
on that day, if that may be by their 
means, the cords of ignorance and 
vice, with which satan holds so many 
both young and old in his accursed 
bondage, which they must bear for- 
ever if not released on the sabbath:— 
judging in short by both the exam- 
_ and precept of him who was the 
ord of the sabbath, that it is lawful to 
do as well as get good—to render be- 
nevolence to man, as well as worship 
to God on the sabbath days. 

And I do conceive the benevo- 
lence of the Sunday school system, as 
the most pure and important kind of 
benevolence. Of its purity, I cannot 
doubt; for what bribe can either am- 
bition, or avarice, or pleasure hold 
out, to make our christian brethren 
and sisters in love with the retired, and 
patient, and gainless toils of the sun- 
day school room ?—And of its impor- 
tance, | know not how to speak my 
conviction, Know ye, fellow citizens, 
that the teachers of the sunday 
school are among the greatest bene- 
factors of the civil community. Ye 
have your great-hearted philanthro- 
pists, who devote their days and their 
nights to find out some plans of re- 
lief, for degraded humanity; and their 
influence and their wealth to the ac- 
complishment of those plans; and it 
well befits every christian to honour 
these men: but they execute not, 
they devise not, any plan of relief so 
effectual as that of the sunday school, 
which our young men and maidens 
are accomplishing, without much ob- 
servation and without much expense. 
Ye have your wise statesmen and le- 
compat who consult upon the best 
aws and regulations, for meliorating 
the condition of the poor; and ye have 
poor rates, and guardians of the poor, 
and alms-houses and penitentiaries; 
but all these expensive contrivances 
deserve no mention compared to the 
sunday school contrivance :—-and 
though when ye look at the great jail, 
ye may well feel thankful that ye have 
so safe anenclosure for the incendiaries 
and thieves, who else would endanger 
your happy dwellings; yet when ye 
visit a spirited sunday school, ye be- 
hold an instrument in operation, 
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yielding out far more advantage to 
your civil welfare than that ine 
structure with all its solitary dun- 
geons.—Those plans of melioration 
and restraint, suppose evils existing 
and spreading: the sunday school 
system is a system of prevention; and 
if duly fostered, may make prisons 
and alms-houses, and poor-laws almost 
unnecessary.—Those inventions allow 
the causes of wretchedness and crime 
to become mature and vigorous be- 
fore they are applied: the sunday 
school aims directly at the extinction 
of these causes, and at the implanta- 
tion of principles, the best and noblest 
the human nature can receive.--I have 
seen in the large rooms of the peni- 
tentiary, offenders of almost every 
size and every age, lodging together, 
and at liberty to compare histories of 
their exploits, and mature plans of 
more successful and high-handed vil- 
lany after their enlargement: What 
a contrast this, to the sunday school 
room, where the principles of chris- 
tian doctrine—all the influences of 
virtue and happiness, are so painfully 
instilled into thetender mindsof youth. 
I speak not reproachfully of the poli- 
tical wisdom, which hath presided 
over the civil interests of the commu- 
nity: what 1 have remarked of our 
civil methods of melioration, is to be 
deplored, not so much blamed, as 
the unavoidable imperfection of me- 
thods merely human;—the sunday 
school employs an invention more 
than human; the invention of Heaven 
not for the melioration only, but for 
the redemption, the second creation 
of the human kind: the invention 
called by St. Paul the sword of the 
Spirit—wherewith the very seat of 
evil is reached and exposed, that 
room may be made for the Spirit of 
holiness himself. And, have ye not 
known, my friends, proofs of the un- 
rivalled efficacy of this system ?—Or 
did our report of the last year bring 
strange news to your ears, when it 
announced, that of those who would 
otherwise have signalized themselves 
in the ranks of impiety and crime, the 
sunday school hath been the avenue, 
not only to worldly respectability and 
comfort, but to the communion table 
and the pulpit--to the bar and the 
hall of legislation. Deserves not an 
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instrument of reformation like this, 


some countenance from those who 
consult for the good morals and com. 
fort of the civil state? Deserves it not 
the encouragement of every well- 
wisher to the cause of virtue;—every 
friend of mankind ? 

It hath been lamented, beloved 
brothers and sisters, teachers of the 
sunday school;—it hath been some- 
times lamented that the ministry of 
reconciliation have not been mindfal 
enough of your noble cause. Whe- 
ther want of love for souls; or want of 
reflection upon the spirit and tenden- 
cy of the sunday school system; ora 
doubt of the consistency of your la- 
bours with the strict spirituality re- 
quired on the sabbath; or whether 
an apprehension that the business of 
instructing in holy things might lead 
you to some interference with the pe- 
culiar province assigned to them;— 
whether these, or either of these, 
were among the reasons of their in- 
difference, 1 think there is little dan- 
ger of their being indifferent much 
longer. They have overpowering 
je ie of the advantage of sun- 
day schools to their own respective 
churches: and few ministers who wish 
for flourishing congregations, and 
crowded communion-tables, will now 
reject the aid of sunday school in- 
struction. ‘The danger of pulpit in- 
vasions and intermeddlings is no lon- 
ger if ever it hath been feared; while 
the influence ye exert upon all the 
interests of the people, through the 
pupils whom ye teach, is so obviously 
congenial with the true scope and ob- 
ject of the sacred office. What ani- 
mation, what enlargement must it im- 
part to a faithful pastor’s mind, to see 
hundreds of children, who else must 
have grown up in ignorance and vice, 
gathered every sabbath, first to be 
instructed in the sunday school, and 
then placed to be further taught un- 
der the sound of his own voice? Out 
of these hopeful catechumens, he is 
perhaps to make the best friends of 
his church, and the most exemp 
professors of the religion he incul- 
cates? For myself, | confess freely, 
that I prefer the sunday school as an 
auxiliary to the work of the ministry, 
above any other lay-agency whatso- 
ever: and I could wish that every 
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well-qualified person in my congre- 
gation were, if need be, engaged asa 
teacher. Indeed, I consider the sys- 
tem as promising more to the church 
than almost any other institution after 
the sacred ministry: and I know not 
whether any thing could be done to 
arrest the church’s progress through 
the world as effectually, the abolish- 
ment of the ministry excepted, as the 
abolishment of sunday schools. If 
the population of the globe were 
evangelized already as much as the 
population of christendom, I should 
still think the necessity great for 
sundav school efforts: our children 
would still greatly need just such 
teaching as they can get no where 
else: and it is a sad error, that none 
ought now to go the sunday school, 
but the children of the ignorant and 
unchristian poor. But, considering 
that but a small portion of the world 

et know any thing of Christ—and 

ow necessary, in order to teach the 
christian doctrine effectually and 
permanently, to begin with the rising 
rather than the grown up generation; 
and how it is only by thus proceed- 
ing, there is the least ground to hope 
for the universal spread of the Gos- 
pel; and further, considering how 
few and feeble-handed the ministers 
are, compared to the innumerable 
multitude to be evangelized,—I know 
not what were more to be depre- 
cated, except the recall of the minis- 
try, than the suppression of the sun- 
day school. 


But there seems little reason, at 
present, to apprehend its suppres- 
sion. I have already adverted to the 
rapid extension of your system ; it is 
still advancing with unabated vigour. 
Last year the American Sunday 
School Union, to which ye belong 
printed 15 millions of pages, making 
224 editions of books; and had 29 
missionaries in their employ; and 
embraces at this moment not less 
than one hundred thousand sabbath 
scholars, and fifteen thousand teach- 
ers; and by an interesting periodical 
which no teacher should want, hath 
been pleading the cause of sabbath 
schools, not without ability and sig- 
nal success. 


I think, fellow labourers in Christ’s 
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service, I have now little need to add 
considerations of encouragement in 
your work of faith, and labour of love: 
Ye surely cannot lack encouragement 
while such large success rewards 
your exertions, and so brilliant a pros- 
pect remains still outspread before 
you. It were passing strange and sad, 
if with the candle of the Lord shining 
so clearly on your heads, and the 
proofs of his presence and favour so 
strong and abundant, ye should remit 
your labours and betake yourselves 
to the sleep and self-indulgence of | 
double-minded professors. But it is 
not for such as ye thus to demean 
themselves :—if your hearts have not 
deceived you, ye have discerned the 
glory of Christ as of the only begotten 
of the Father full of grace and truth: 
and for the excellency of that glory 
ye have counted all things but loss, 
and are willing to suffer the loss of 
all things; and ye can boast yourselves 
of nothing save that cross, which 
hath mutually crucified you and the 
world to one another: and it is your 
main concern with mankind, not to 
exalt yourselves in any way among 
them, not to possess yourselves of 
their gold, or their applause, or of 
any thing that is their’s, but to make 
Christ known to their hearts as their 
only hope and saviour, and the only 
object in the universe that deserves 
theirsupreme love. This, my dearly 
beloved, I take to be the great pur- 
pose of your lives, and ye have set 
yourselves forward to accomplish that 
purpose, with exemplary decision, 
and I trust that nothing within the 
compass of time and mortality, shall 
be able to make you waver. What 
is there in that whole compass that 
should unsettle your minds for a mo- 
ment? It contains nothing but sha- 
dows that pass along and vanish; and 
they who chase these shadows pass 
and vanish likewise; and is it for the 
followers of Christ, the heirs of eter- 
nal life, to imitate their example and 
so share their destiny? No; let the 
world take their chosen course—let 
the people of wealth, and fashion, and 
fame, give a loose to the passions 
which reign in their hearts; let the 
dead bury their dead; and let those 
who stand engaged and sworn to pro- 
mote the kingdom of God, be stead- 
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fast, immoveable, and always abound- | 


ing in the work of the Lord. 





SABBATH SCHOOL CONCERT, 


| 
i 
’ 


The concert of “prayer for the | 


blessing of God on Sabbath Schools,” 
was held in this city at the usual place 


in Cherry St. on the 2nd Monday in | 
January. Although the evening was | 


unpleasant, several hundred attended 
and evidenced that the same deep in- 
terest is still felt in this meeting, as 
was manifested at its commencement. 

A teacher read extracts of letters, 
some of which were selected from the 
correspondence of the Sunday School 
Union, and made several statements 
respecting that institution, inviting 
the prayers of the teachers and 
friends of Sabbath Schools for it suc- 
cess. He remarked that from 


Orange, New Jersey, 


We have received the pleasing intel- 
ligence that both teachers and scholars 
appear to be increasingly engaged, 
The Sabbath School Monthly Concert 
of Prayer is constantly observed, and is 





a very interesting meeting. Since the | 


commencement of this concert, the 
Sabbath school cause has prospered 
among us. We remember in our pray- 
ers, the general parent society; and we 


trust we are not forgotten in your's. | 
We rejoice in the success of your | 


efforts to promote the Sunday schools 


throughout our favoured country; for | 


we regard these institutions as one of 


the means by which God is accom- | 
plishing his sure promises respecting | 


the universal enlargement of the 
kingdom of his Son. The present is 
an age of the Church, when its great 
Head is calling on his people to en- 
gage actively in his service. Let us 
all obey his call, and count it our 





honour and privilege to be employed 
in his work. 


Wiiksbarre, Pa. 


It is known to some present that in 
Wilksbarre and its vicinity the Lord 
has visited the people with the dews 
of his grace, and that a revival of re- 
ligion commenced there last summer, 
By a letter of Dec. 28th, we learn 
that ‘*more than one hundred in the 
town, have passed from death unto 
life, and are now rejoicing in the hope 
of the glory of God, besides many in 
the neighbourhood beyond the moun- 
tains. The Sabbath School interest 
has also been much advanced. Thir- 
ty new schools have been formed in 
the county during the summer, the 
good effects of which are already ap- 
parent, especially in their influence 
in exciting a better observance of the 
Sabbath. One school which has been 
recently formed, deserves particular 
notice. It is across the mountain in 
a small neighbourhood, whose inha- 
bitants, till very lately, paid no re- 
gard.to the Sabbath except as a day 
of diversion, Only one sermon was 
ever preached there until about three 
months ago, at which time one of 
their number who by some means had 
caught the same spirit of anxiety 
which pervaded the minds of the 
people in the other parts of the town- 
ship, requested to have preaching in 
his place. Since then, a number of 
visits have been paid to them, and, it 
is believed, not without some good 
effect. Many tears are seen to flow 
from the eyes of penitence, though 
they are tears of sorrow and not of 
joy. A Sabbath School has been for- 





med at this place which is flourishing, 


but they need help in donations of 
| books, &c.” 
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The Anxious Scholar. 


A boy about 13 years of age in one 
of the Sabbath Schools before alluded 
to, whose teacher had removed to this 
city, wrote her a letter from which 
we have been permitted to make the 
following extract. It is dated Dec. 
27, 1825. 

** My affectionate Friend, 

“I received your letter this after- 
noon and am glad you have shown so 
great interest for the salvation of my 
soul. Ihave often longed to see you 
since you left this place. O that I 
could be with vou again! I feel as 
if I could lay open my heart more ful- 
ly to you now. I have thought a 
number of times to write to you, and 
tell you my feelings. While num- 
bers are coming out and telling what 
great things the Lord has done for 
them, lam still a hardened wretch, 
growing in sin and in iniquity. I 
have fearful apprehensions of death 
and hell. I am proud and self- 
righteous, although I know I have in- 
finitely more reason to be humbled, 
and to condemn myself in dust and 
ashes before the face of a holy God. 
I know, and feel, that I can do no- 
thing to merit God’s favour in the 
least: far otherwise—every action of 





my life 1 know to be sinful; even 
when I attempt to pray I often feel | 
as cold as the ice-banks of Greenland. | 
I feel myself to be in a most wretched | 
condition, a guilty sinner; living | 
without an interest in the Redeemer, | 
blessed with all the privileges that | 
can be bestowed upon me, and still | 
unprepared for the solemnities of | 
eternity. WhenI lie down to rest, 
I feel so distressed about the salvation 
of my soul, that I durst hardly com- 


pose myself to sleep. I think of the 








many that have died younger than I 
am, in an unsuspected hour, and are 
now in the regions of despair. I think of 
the hardness and deceitfulness of my 
heart, and my want of love to God, when 
he has done so much for me, yea, when 
his only Son has suffered and died for 
me. I think of my privileges, which are 
so much greater than I deserve, and of 
the great exertions my dear parents 
make for my welfare, and I fear lest 
I may abuse my advantages, and that 
they may sink me deeper in hell! 1 
feel my heart to be so ungrateful in 
not loving God, and so hardened in 
sin, that nothing but the almighty 
power of God can change my affec- 
tions, and make me love God and 
keep his commandments. These 
thoughts greatly distress my mind and 
cause me to cry bitterly to the Lord, 
though not with so much earnestness 
as I ought. I have no genuine re- 
pentance for my sins, nor faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ; and my greatest 
fear seems to arise from the appre- 
hension of punishment. O, my dear 
teacher, pray for me, that I may have 
true repentance towards God, that 
needeth not to be repented of. I do 
not doubt but you have more concern 
for me than I have for myself. Alas! 
the vanities of this world have too 
great an ascendency overme. O that 
I loved God as well as I do the world. 
The Holy Spirit has striven a long 
time with me, and I fear I shall drive 
him away forever. I often think of 
the many hours you have talked to 
me, and used every persuasion for 
my benefit, and I still hope it may 
not be in vain. God has done his part 
towards my salvation, yea, he has 
done infinitely more than I have de- 
served. But still I am cold and har- 
dened. lam ina most fearful con- 
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dition; if I should die this night (un- | 


less God should change my heart) I 
should be eternally miserable. O that 
God would answer your prayer in my 
behalf, and make me his own dear 
child. When I attempt to pray, and 
tell my wants to God, I seem to be 
far off—I cannot draw near to him on 
the wings of faith. I have lost in you 
a mother: I did not fully prize you 
till you were gone. I hope I may find 
God for my friend to lead me into all 
holiness.” 

After mentioning some family cir- 
cumstances, and the cases of some 
who had joined themselves to the 
Lord, the youth proceeds: “ The 
communion will be upon the next 
Sabbath, when it is supposed about 
40 will be added tothe church. The 


Lord is still carrying on the work of | 
redemption all around us, and there || 
is much more concern about religion | 


than formerly. 
Do not cease to pray for me, that 


my heart my be changed. I hope l | 


shall see you once more in this world, 
but if I am not permitted, may I be 
prepared to be in glory with you in 
the next.” 


Missionaries. 
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these performed 80 weeks of Mis- 
sionary labour for which a compen- 
sation was allowed. Seventeen ren- 
dered gratuitious services, and two 
have not entered on their labours, 
They have occupied the following 
fields—one in New England; three in 
New-York; five in Pennsylvania; one 
in Virginia; two in Ohio; three in 
Missouri and Illinois; one in Indiana; 
seven in North Carolina, and six in 
other parts of the country. We shall 
not repeat in this place an accountof 
the labours of these agents except so 
far as they have not appeared in for- 
mer numbers of the Sunday School 
Magazine. 
Missouri and Illinois. 

A very interesting journal was re- 
ceived some time since from the Rev, 
J. M. Pecx, one of the S. S. Agents, 
whose field of labour embraces these 
states. He stated that three teachers 


_ and twenty-three scholars, in a school 


established in the wilderness, had 


become hopefully pious and joined 
the Methodist church. The journal 


| just alluded to has been mislaid, but 


i} 
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Your attention will now be direct- || 


ed for a sh merepmnaiecn the operations of || stranger the idea of a town of several 
the American Sunday School Union, | 
with reference to the labours of Mis- | 


sionaries, who are in part supported | 


by the contributions of this meeting. 
We would, however, first state that 
during the year 1825, there were is- 
sued from the Union’s Press about 
500,000 volumes, containing nearly 
15 millions of pages, and 611,000 re- 
ward tickets. 

The board made 29 missionary ap- 
pointments during the year. Ten of 


| 
} 
' 
| 


| 
| 











from another received last week we 
shall present a few extracts. 

“ The name of Kaskaskia (says the 
Rev. Mr. Peck) might impart to a 


thousand inhabitants, but in truth it 
is a village of 60 or 70 families, one 


half of which are French. A few 


are intelligent and wealthy, but there 
are only a few of any class who take 
much interest in benevolent affairs. 
By the efforts of the females, who 
usually stand foremost in the walks 
of benevolence and mercy, a Sunday 
school, first for the blacks, and then 
for the whites, was opened in this 
place in the summer of 1819, which, 
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after a few months was suspended. 
Last season I made an effort to re- 
vive the school, but for want of re- 
wards and suitable books it again de- 
clined. Yesterday I preached on the 
subject, and to-day have met a com- 
pany of females and organized the 
“ Kaskaskia District Sabbath School 
Society,”’ as a branch of the general 
Union. A school will be opened next 
Sabbath and others attempted next 
spring in the surrounding settle- 
ments.” 

In Monroe County he commenced 
two more schools and passed on to 
Rock Spring, where he was some- 
time detained by sickness. He at- 
tended a meeting of the managers of 
the General S. S. Union of Missouri 
and Illinois, at St. Louis, and then 
proceeded to Madison County, in II- 
linois, to revive the schools there. 

“Nov. 24.—This evening I have 
addressed the people and the scho- 
lars in this settlement, and at the 
close invited all the children who had 
recited verses of scripture in the 


school, to come forward, and I would | 


give each a tract. Seventeen pre- 
sented themselves and thankfully re- 
ceived the donation. This school 
has been taught by those who never 
before saw a Sunday school, and this 
is the case with many of the schools 
the first season. 

** Nov. 27.—On my way to Carmol- 
ton, | spent yesterday in the Maqua- 
pin settlement, where a Sunday 
school has been taught the past sea- 
son, though in the mode of a com- 
mon school, but in a few days religi- 
ous instruction, the proper business 
of a Sunday school, will be attended 
to. Superintendents were appointed, 
and the needful instructions given 
them. To-day I have addressed a 


} very large auditory on the subject, 


| which met at the court house, and at 
| the close hada meeting of the Greene 
| County Sabbath School Society. The 


| constitution was adopted, and a new 


| committee chosen to manage the bu- 
| siness. Thus this society, which had 
partially declined, has been re-or- 
ganized. The committee have just 
met, located the whole county into 
districts, appointed agents and su- 
perintendents in each district, and 
an attempt is to be made to provide 
| funds to furnish books and tickets 
against the time to open the schools 





in the spring. Nine districts have 
_been located, where, I hope schools 
| will open. Greene County lies on 
the east side of Illinois river, towards 
its mouth, and though the first set- 
tler pitched his cabin here only seven 
years since, the population is about 
4,500. The people are making an 
effort to establish common schools 
systematically, by availing themselves 
of a law regulating common schools, 
passed last legislature. From a few 
professors of one denomination, and 
other persons from those who op- 
pose religion, the Sunday school 
plan meets with opposition, though 
not of the efficient kind. 

“Nov. 29.—Apple Creek.—yYes- 
terday I was employed in visiting, 
and preaching to a school, and the 
people at 12 o’clock—a few miles 
from Carrolton, and again at night I 
addressed another school at another 
settlement. To-day, I have preach- 





ed on the subject in this settlement, 
with good success, procured a num- 
ber of subscribers to the constitution 
of the county society, and which rea- 
dily agreed to open a school in the 


spring. 








|| “I find the cause has gained ground 
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since the last season, many more per- | 


sons have manifested their good will, 
and I have no doubt but that next 
year much more will be done. The 
counties which border on the Illinois 
river, through which I am now tra- 
velling, contain the finest land, ex- 
ceedingly well situated, and will 
soon contain the most populous and 


the most influential part of Ulinois. | 


lation is not far from 4,500, and con- 
tains a large number of enterprising 
farmers, well informed, but the coun- 
try is new, the land has but just been 


| brought into market in any part of 


This is the crisis when character and | 
manners are forming which may last | 


for ages Hence the vast importance 
of laying a foundation in the estab- 
lishment of Sabbath schools, an insti- 
tution that will give tone to the cha- 
racter of the rising generation, and 
introduce correct habits and piety 
into these new settlements. 

Dec. 5.—In Jersey Prairie is a Sun- 
day school society, which has passed 
a resolution to become a branch of 
the M. and I. Sunday School Union, 
but which, through neglect, has not 
been carried into effect. There have 
been two efficient schools in its con- 
nexion, in one of which there has 
been a pleasing revival of religion. 
Five scholars have made a public 
profession of religion, and three more 
give evidence of a gracious change. 
Seven new schools are to be put in 
operation here, and my time has been 
occupied in preparing for them and 
addressing the people on the subject. 
This is my most pleasing employ- 
ment, but has now been done under 
severe indisposition, which, in other 
circumstances would have forbidden 
exertion; but there is no other al- 
ternative than for me to fulfil the ap- 
pointments before me in this part of 
the state, or the Sunday school cause 
will lose instead of gaining ground. 
Morgan county joins the Illinois river, 
and lies north of Greene. Its popu- 
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the county, while one third has not 
yet been offered for sale. All kinds 
of produce are raised in great profu- 
sion, but from circumstances always 


_ incident to new countries, there is 


but very little money to be had. 
Hence the people feel unable to con- 
tribute much to benevolent institu- 
tions. As the country populates and 
markets open, and the people are 
provided with farms, houses, and 
outbuildings, and overcome the em- 
barrassments and privations of a 
new country, they will feel a thou- 
sand fold less difficulty in supporting 
the gospel, and providing the means 
of moral and religious improvement, 
That the whole western country, and 
particularly the states of indiana, Il- 
linois, and Missouri, are gaining 
ground in morals, religion, and in- 
telligence even faster than the ratie of 
population increases, is evident to 
those who have been intimately ac- 
quainted with the state of society and 
the progress of improvement for fif- 
teen years past, and the population 
in that time has multiplied over seven 
times in these states ; for in 1810 there 
were 52,200 in the territories that 
now make these three states, while 
there now are not less than 380,000 in- 
habitants, and by a moderate com- 
putation in the year 1875, that is fif- 
ty years hence, there will be five 
millions and a half of human beings 
here, and by the introduction of suita- 
ble institutions, and the application 
of proper means, this mighty mass of 
human beings as to general charac- 


| ter, may be directed in the ways of 
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virtue by what we do within ten 
years.” 

After the above extracts were read, 
the person proceeded to make some 


remarks on the importance of Sunday | 


school missionary efforts, and the du- 
ty of teachers to contribute what they 
could to forward the work. He stated 
that a little girl in New York state, 
who attended the concert reguiarly, 
as regularly put six and a quarter 
cents in “the box for Sunday School 
Missionaries.”” This money she pro- 
cured every month by performing 
some extra labour in the family, and 
her first inquiry, the next morning 
after the concert, constantly was, 
“Ma, what shall I do this month to 
earn six-pence for the box?” Now, 
if each teacher in the United States 
would contribute as much every 
month as did this little girl, the funds 
derived from this source alone would 
amount to more than eleven thousand 
dollars per annum ; a sum nearly suf- 
ficient to keep 29 missionaries, or one 
for each state and territory in the 
Union, constantly in the field, 

After the exercises were concluded 
the collection was as usual taken at 
the doors, and amounted to fourteen 
dollars, the largest which has been 
given since the meeting was estab- 
lished. 





PRIZE BSSAYS. 


In answer to the invitation given in 
former numbers of this Magazine for 
Prize Essays on certain subjects, se- 
veral have been received and sub- 
mitted to the Committee of Examina- 
tion. The essays have all been ex- 
amined by the committee, but owing 
to indisposition on the part of two of 
them, they have been unable to com- 
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plete their report, and have decided 
on the comparative merits of the es- 
says on one of the subjects only, as 
will be seen by the following report : 
“ At an adjourned meeting of the 
Committee appointed by the Board 
of Managers of the American Sunday 
School Union, to examine certain 
Prize Essays and award the premi- 
ums, held at the Society’s house, 
January 13th, 1826, it was 
Resolved, that the Essay of “ Man- 
VILLE,” on the nature and design of 
Sabbath Schools, the persons who 
ought to attend as pupils, and those 
who ought to attend as teachers,’”’ be 
preferred, and that the writer under 
this signature receive the premium 
of fifteen dollars.”’ 
(Signed) Tuomas Sarcent, 
Joun G. Herman, 
Tuomas H. SKINNER, 
Joun L. Dage, 
Grecory T. BepdeEtt, 
Committee, 
We have inserted this Essay in the 
present number, and hope, in our 
next, to give the final report of the 
Committee, after which, the unsuc- 
cessful Essays will be disposed of ac- 
cording to the directions of the se- 
veral writers. 


ON THE NATURE AND DESIGN CF SAR- 
BATA SCHOOLS, WHO OUGHT TO BE AD- 
MITTED AS SCHOLARS, AND WHO EM- 
PLOYED AS TEACHERS. 


The friends of Zion cannot but re- - 
joice at the means which are now in 
use to promote the diffusion of pure 
and undefiled religion. The world, 
at this time, presents a most interest- 
ing spectacle. Christians are fast 
awaking to their duty, and are be- 
ginning to apply themselves with re- 

oubled energy in that cause, which, 
of all others, is by far the most in- 
teresting. The holy scriptures have 
been sent to almost every part of the 
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habitable world; so that there is 
hardly a speech or a language where 
their voice is not heard. The tri- 
umphs of the cross have been wit- 
nessed in every land where its ban- 
ner has been unfurled, and multitudes 
have been translated from the king- 
dom of Satan, and made heirs of the 
inheritance of God. Nor has our own 
land been omitted in the distribution 
of heaven’s richest blessings. Revi- 
vals of religion have been multiplied, 
and have become so frequent, that 
the sound of the falling shower has 
been heard continually in some part 
or other of our Zion. The condition 
of the world, in short, is such, that 
we cannot but regard the present, as 
the morning twilight of millennial 
glory. 

The continuance of the grand sys- 
tem of means which is now in opera- 
tion for converting the world, it is 
evident to every one, depends en- 
tirely upon the state of religion at 
home. In proportion as revivals of 
religion abound in Christian lands, 
and converts are multiplied to right- 
eousness, will there be an ingather- 
ing to the treasury of the Lord from 
those, who feel it their duty to do 
something in return for the amazing 
gift of a Saviour. The number of 
those who are willing to labour in 
God’s vineyard will also be increased 
according as religion flourishes, in 
lands that are blessed with the light 
of the gospel. It becomes a ques- 
tion, therefore, in the minds of the 
friends of religion, who are sensible 
of this fact, What are the best means 
of effecting an increase of piety and 
true religion in our own country ? 

Among the means which are used 
to promote the cause of religion in 
christian lands, sabbath schools have 
been peculiarly blessed. It is our 
object, at present, to make a few re- 
marks upon the design and tendency 
of these institutions ; to show how 
intimately they are connected with 
the best interests of religion, and 
then to attend to the question, in- 
teresting especially to those who are 
mtrusted with the regulation of these 
institutions— Who should be admitted 
as scholars and who employed as 
teachers? 

The design of sabbath schools, as 











is already well known, is to collect 
upon the Sabbath, the children of the 
humbler classes of society, for the 
sake of religious instruction. There are 
many parents in every town, who are 
addicted to vices most pernicious in 
their effects, both upon themselves 
and upon their children. These 
children will inevitably grow up in 
the way that their parents’ example 
leads them, unless they are suddenly 
arrested in their career. Many of 
them are continual witnesses of 
scenes of debauch and misery, the 
most degrading and heart-rending. 
And this conduct they see in their 
parents, who ought to be the guides 
of their youth and to whom they na- 
turally look for instruction and ad- 
vice. Being habituated to these 
scenes of their parents’ disgrace, they 
of course lose all respect for them ; 
disobey their commands, and then en- 
deavour to escape punishment by 
falsehood, and from this are led on 
to higher crimes. Now it is such as 
these that the sabbath school pro- 
poses to reform and save. The be- 
nevolent teacher penetrates into 
these places of corruption, and plucks 
the helpless victims of vice as brands 
from the burning. They are rae 8 
to know and fear God ; to obey his 
commands; are instructed with re- 
gard to their duty towards their fel- 
low men, and are put in the way to 
become respectable and useful mem- 
bers of society. 

The pupils of the sunday schools, 
however, are not all taken from the 
lowest depths of depravity, ee 
in estimating the good which resu 
from these institutions, we may be 
warranted in selecting the objects of 
the deepest misery which they en- 
deavour to improve and make happy, 

Now we would invite those who 
even feel regardless of the concerns 
of another world, to come and see the 
effects of the instructions of the sab- 
bath schools in this. These institu- 
tions have the peculiar quality of re- 
commending themselves to the most 
sordid and selfish in society. For 
who is there who would not rejoice 
in the assurance that his property is 
safe from the thief and the midnight 
incendiary? We cannot indeed as- 
sure him that the whole community 
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will be reformed, and that depreda- 
tions upon the rights of others will 
entirely cease, and that the peace 
and tranquillity of society will never 
again be interrupted, but we can say 
that a great reform will be effected, 
and that the danger to be apprehend- 
ed from the vices and evil propensi- 
ties of a great part of the community 
will be much diminished. 

Besides the mischief that will by 
these means be prevented, there is 
another advantage arising from the 
establishment of sabbath schools, of 
a different kind, though of some im- 
portance. The children of these 
schools are instructed in habits of in- 
dustry ; and thus a great number of 
those who would have grown up in 
misery, and at last have become a 
burden to society, will, in all proba- 
bility, contribute largely to its happi- 
ness. For it is a well known fact 
that these schools have almost inva- 
riably given rise to other plans of be- 
nevolence. The teacher becomes 
acquainted with the circumstances 
and conditions of the families with 
which his pupils are connected ; and 
though his labours are intended es- 
pecially for their spiritual and moral 
improvement, he is convinced that 
this is essentially affected by their 
temporal condition, and therefore en- 
deavours to ensure success by an at- 
tention to their condition in this 
life. 


The sabbath schools, therefore, 


deserve the attention even of those 
who regard their own worldly con- 
cerns more highly than any thing 
else ; and it would seem that self in- 
terest would be a great inducement 
to all such to lend their aid towards 
their encouragement and support. 

The sabbath schools recommend 
themselves particularly to the philan- 
thropist. 

There is no one of moderate sen- 
sibility to the sufferings and misery 
of his fellow men, who has not shed 
a tear over the condition in which 
many of the human family are living. 
To one who reflects upon the aie 4 
origin of the human mind, the as- 
tonishing powers with which it is en- 
dowed, and the sublime attainments 
of which it is capable, it is painful in 
the extreme to see it lying in ruins 
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like glittering particles amidst a heap 


| of rubbish, or else degraded to the 


vilest purposes. The philanthropist, 
while he mourns over the abasement 
of the noblest part of God’s creation, 
is moved with pity at the sight of his 
fellow beings in distress, and devises 
means for their relief. He finds that 
ignorance is the mother of every vice, 
and of the wretchedness of a great 
part of those who suffer. To give 
them instruction, he finds, is laying 
the axe at the very root, and that 
while this is neglected, every thing 
else that may be done for them, will 
only be like lopping off the branches, 
and in the end, wholly unavailing. 
Above all, he sees that religious in- 
struction is the most efficacious in 
effecting a reform; for this will af- 
fect the heart, while every other 
kind of knowledge may only con- 
vince the understanding ; this will 
present motives to a correct life, of 
all others the most powerful. To a 
man of these views and feelings, the 
sabbath school presentsa noble field 
for exertion. Let him do every thing 
in his power to encourage plans like 
these, and he will soon find that his 


_ utmost expectations are in a fair way 


to be exceeded. 
Many of the greatest minds which 
have ever risen to bless the world, 


| have been found in the humble walks 


of life. We are not apt to consider 


_ that it is education which has produc- 


ed the vast diversity of character, in 








| d 


society; raising many, like the pu- 


vest gems which glitter upon the 
' crown, from the darkness and obscu- 
rity, which once rested upon their 
minds, and which would still have 
rested there; whilst others are left 


to grope in ignorance and spend 
their lives in a condition but little 
removed from barbarism. Establish- 
ments of this kind are intended to 
bring forward the dormant powers of 
intellect, which would have slumber- 
ed foreyer, unknowing and unknown, 
The i that are visible inthe even- 
ing firmament, it was for a long time 
believed, were the only ones that did 
exist; but the telescope has convinc- 
ed us of our error, by bringing to 
view many stars of magnitude, and 
making us acquainted with new won- 
ers, 
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But why cannot all this be effected 
by common schools ? 

For this reason. The pupils of the 
sunday schools, at least many of 
them, are taken from the darkest 
abodes of vice. Besides their igno- 
rance upon other subjects, they are 
wholly unacquainted with what is in- 
dispensable to respectability and use- 
fulness in life, the precepts of pure 
morality. These cannot be incul- 
cated with so great prospect of suc- 
cess in common schools, even if as 
great exertions were used to give 
them the advantages of these schools, 
as are used to collect them upon the 
Sabbath. The instructions of the 
sunday schools are directed exclu- 
sively to one great object; the so- 
lemnity of the season is made to have 
an effect upon the pupils, and the 
nature of the instructions is of all 
others, the most useful to them. For 
let them have all other gifts, so that 
they can speak with the tongues of 
angels, and understand all mysteries, 
what advantage will it be to them- 
selves or to others, if the pure pre- 
cepts of christian morality are not 
received and practised by them. 
They may become Voltaires, or 
Paines, or Humes, the worst enemies 
of mankind; but they never will be 
the ornaments of society, or cause 
future generations to dwell with gra- 
titude upon their memory. 

The philanthropist, therefore, if 
he wishes to raise a great proportion 
of his fellow beings from degradation 
and misery, must coincide with the 
objects of the sunday school, and 
thus become a real friend of man, and 
receive the approbation of his God. 

But it is to the christian that we 
would especially commend these in- 
valuable institutions, sufficient, we 
had almost said, of themselves to im- 
mortalize the age that gave them 
birth. We have appealed to the 
man of the world and the philanthro- 
pist in their favour. The christian 
has all the motives which can influ- 
ence these, and others of a sublimer 
character. We will now endeavour 
to point out the peculiar value of 
these institutions, and show how in- 
timately they are connected with that 
grand system of means which is in 
operation for converting the world. 


| 
| 





In the first place, there is a greater 
prospect of success in institutions of 
this kind than in any other. The ef- 


| fects may not be seen immediately, 
| but a glorious harvest may be antici- 


| pated. 


It is unnecessary to say any 


_ thing respecting the susceptibility of 








the youthful mind to impressions, for 
every one is already acquainted with 
this subject to its full extent. Here, 
then, is an excellent field for cultiva- 
tion. Not only is it the best for re- 
ceiving portions of God’s word, but 
secds of divine truth of every kind 
deposited here, will richly repay the 
labourer for his trouble. It may be 
said that young minds cannot under- 
stand the language in which the 
truths of the Bible are delivered; or 
if they could understand them, their 
whole concern being to commit to 
memory, they would not stop to at- 
tend to their meaning as they pro- 
ceeded. Admitted. But at the same 
time, this objection is never urged 
against many of the lessons which are 
assigned to children at the same age. 
Let these glorious precepts be well 
stored in their minds and they will 
be to them a well of water springing 
up to everlasting life. As their pow- 
ers increase, they will become capa- 
ble of perceiving the important sen- 
timents that the texts convey, which 
they have collected by a mere me- 
chanical process. Now allowing that 
this were strictly the method pursu- 
ed, and they had no one to explain 
to them the meaning of the lessons, 
even this would be infinitely better 
than that their minds should be left 
vacant and exposed to all those im- 
pure ideas which are always ready to 
enter and take possession of them 
while unoccupied. 


But this is not the case. The teach- 
er sets home the truths of the gospel 
with familiar remarks, such as are 
well calculated to make an impres- 
sion upon his pupils. Besides the 
treasures that he obtains from the 
scriptures, the scholar receives in- 
structions that he can well under- 
stand, and which will have a tenden- 
cy to preserve him from vice, and 
lead him in the way in which he should 
go. In short every thing that is in 
the power of human instrumentality 
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is done, and the result left to God | their earliest years, the standard of 


that giveth the increase. 

The usefulness of sabbath schools is 
not confined to the present, but is, in 
a great degree, prospective. The ri- 
sing generation, if the means which 
are in Operation, are owned and bless- 
ed, will be a generation to serve the 
Lord. The dying christian can now 
close his eyes in calm composure and 
exclaim, “Lord, now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace,” for the 
eye of my faith has seen the future 
champions of thy cause, and has sur- 
veyed the goodly company of those 


who are to come up to thy help | 
from which many a tender plant has 
' been removed, to flourish and bear 
_ fruit in the paradise of God. 


against the mighty. The church 
looks with anxiety to the rising ge- 
neration who are to succeed their fa- 


thers. All its hopes are placed — 
ey 


them ; and in proportion as the 
come forward to her aid, just so far 
and no farther will Zion prosper. 
Here, then, is a result of momentous 
importance, arising from the instru- 
mentality of sabbath schools. Now 
what christian who prays for the 

eace of Jerusalem, will not interest 
fimself in institutions of such ten- 
dency ? 

But not only asit respects numbers, 
will Zion prosper. It is a frequent 
observation, and one that is perfectly 
consonant with reason, that to be emi- 
nent in religion, we must begin young. 
If the season of youth is spent in the 
service of God, all those vices to 
which youth is exposed, will be ex- 
cluded. There will then be no ne- 
cessity in after life for eradicating 
the noxious weeds, but virtue and re- 
ligion early planted there, will spring 
up and bear much fruit. The chris- 
tian that sets out in youth will make 
great advances in holiness, besides 
effecting much good by the influence 
which he may exert while young, 
upon his equals. The children of 
the sabbath schools receive instruc- 
tions that are as well adapted to 
them, as the services of the sanctuary 
are to those who are more advanced 
in life, and we rejoice that we are 
able to say, that they have, in a re- 
markable manner, been owned and 
blessed by the Holy Spirit. So that, 
when instead of the fathers, shall be 
the children who have been acquaint- 
ed with the things of religion from 
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piety will be raised high, and pure 
religion will continually increase, un- 
til that happy time when all shall 
perfectly love God. 

The many instances of happy death 
which have occurred, are enough to 
reward the patrons of the sabbath 
schools for all their labours, and en- 
courage them to further exertions. 
How often have we heard hosannas 


| to the Son of David, from infant 
| voices that were soon to mingle in 


the songs of heaven. And this too, 


_ by the instrumentality of sabbath 


schools, those nurseries of piety, 


If one 
soul has been rescued from destruc- 
tion, and there is a chance of saving 
one more, let not these schools be 


| neglected, but encourage them to 


the utmost of your power. We will 
now make a few remarks upon the 
question, Who should be admitted 
as scholars, and who employed as 
teachers? 

In the first place, Who should be 
admitted as whats? 

The main object of the institution 
is to extend the benefits of religious 
instruction to those who have no 
other means of enjoying them. From 
this it would seem that the object of 
the schools is best accomplished by 
tegen hy, youth who are the deep- 
est sunk in vice and wretchedness. 
More good is effected in instances of 
this kind, than in any others, because 
more misery is prevented. We think, 
therefore, that it should be continu- 
ally remembered, that this is the 
prime object of these institutions, 
and that in this way the greatest 
amount of good may be produced. 
No objection certainly ought to be 
made to the admission of such as have 
good advantages for religious im- 
provement at home, provided they 
can be accommodated without incon- 
venience to those who stand in great- 
er need of the advantages which 
these schools afford. 

With regard to the moral charac- 
ter of the scholars.—It may be 


thought that to admit children of 
bad habits into the schools, would be 
highly detrimental. But there is 


1826. Prize Essay. 47 











great probability that the warnings | 


and instructions they receive from 
their teachers, will reclaim them 
from vice; and if this should be the 
case, there will be greater cause of 
rejoicing over one of this descrip- 


tion, than over ninety and nine of | 


those, whose conduct is morally cor- 
rect. And even if they continue in- 
corrigible, great good may be pro- 
duced by inflicting the punishment 
which is usual in such cases. Instan- 
ces of this kind, in which some have 
been cut off from the school in con- 
sequence of bad conduct, have ope- 
rated as a solemn warning upon the 
rest, and have produced a reform in 
others, when all the labours of teach- 
ers have been wholly unavailing. 
Teachers can best judge of the 
age at which scholars may be admit- 
ted. Some are well qualified to in- 


struct those who are very young, 


while others have not patience 
enough to attend to any but such as 
are tolerably advanced. As soon as 
they are capable of understanding 
things of any importance, they are 
fit subjects for religious instruc- 
tion. Those who are too young to 
be admitted to common schools, and 
who have never been taught to read, 
may receive instruction to this ef- 
fect. It is lawful to do good upon 
the Sabbath ; and as religious as well 
as literary instruction will be given, 
it seems highly desirable that they 
should be admitted a$ sOON as possi- 
ble. 

The remaining subject respecting 
the qualifications of teachers, ap- 
pears to us, of all others, the most 
important in relation to these estab- 
lishments ; because it is intimately 
connected with their vital interests. 

The first thing which we wish to 
decide is, whether any should be en- 
gaged as teachers who do not pro- 
fess to be savingly acquainted with 
the things of religion. In some parts 
of our country this question has 
been considerably agitated, and it is 
important that we should come to 
some right notions upon the subject. 

Many who are now employed as 
teachers, and who take the highest 
possible interest in the schools, are 
persons of the most amiable and en- 
gaging character, and who in reality 
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are not far from the kingdom of hea- 
ven. It may truly be said, that such 
teachers are far more useful than the 
cold hearted professor. The assist- 
ance which they render during the 
week is of very great importance. 
Many of them are benevolent and 
charitable to a high degree. They 
are always ready to visit the abodes 
of misery and to seek out fit objects 
for the attention of the schools, Upon 
the sabbath they are as interested in 
the recitation and explanation of the 
scriptures as any that are engaged; 
but they may not be particular in 
leading the young mind to a sense of 
the depravity of human nature, and 
the need of being born again. They 
cannot dwell with so much emphasis 
and tenderness upon a Saviour’s love, 
because they know it not by happy 
experience. The children must of 
course lose the benefit of plain and 
faithful instruction, since those who 
are unacquainted with the import- 
ance of religion themselves, will not 
be so likely to impress a sense of it 
upon others. Now the question is, 
should it be required of any that they 
be experimentally acquainted with 
religion before they become teachers 
in the sunday school? 

Upon this subject we will make 
the following remarks : 

It ought Be ascertained that those 
who are to be invited as teachers, 
are seriously inclined. This will ap- 
pear evident to every one that is ac- 
quainted with the importance of cor- 
rect example before the members of 
a sunday school, and who knows 
how apt they are to imitate every 
thing that they observe in their su- 
periors. We do not say this, how- 
ever, merely because we think there 
is any danger of indiscretion on the 
part of the teacher, but for the fol- 
lowing reason. There are many who 
can inculcate the precepts of the 
gospel upon their scholars, who ne- 
vertheless are not conscious of a 
change of heart. It is true, as we be- 
fore observed, they are not so well 
qualified in this respect as the real 
christian, but at the same time, we 
believe that one whose understand- 
ing is convinced, and who receives 
all the doctrines of the Bible with 


| implicit belief, and acknowledges the 
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necessity of regeneration and an 
atonement, may give much useful in- 
struction to his pupils, although he 
does not profess to be a follower of 
Christ. If suitable means are used to 
impress upon the teacher’s mind the 
awful responsibility which rests upon 
him to be faithful to his invaluable 
charge ; if it is set home with all the 
solemnity and pathos of which such 
a subject is capable, every teacher, 
whatever his peculiar feelings may 
be, if he continues in this station af- 
ter his duty has been thus plainly 
pointed out, will hardly fail to be 
faithful. If it were made an earnest 
request that every one who becomes 
a teacher would so instruct and warn 
his scholars, as he knows his all-see- 
ing God will approve, and if every 
one would comply with this request, 
there would be little cause of com- 
plaint of unfaithfulness, either from 
want of qualification or engaged- 
ness. 
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This question, therefore, must re- 


main, in some respects, with the 
teacher himself. If he is willing to 
enter into the responsible situation 
in which every one is placed who un- 
dertakes the superintendence of the 
immortal concerns of those who are 
committed to his charge, and will en- 
gage to acquit himeelfin such a man- 
ner as his conscience and his God 
will approve, we will leave every 
other consideration to himself. 

It is almost impossible to say any 
thing more upon the qualifications 
for the office of teacher, without in- 
fringing upon another subject. The 
same considerations will guide us in 
selecting these assistants, as would 
naturally occur in any other import- 
ant business. We of course shall en- 
deavour to engage such as will be 
faithful to their trust, and who will 
enter with alacrity and zeal into the 
designs of these institutions, and feel 
willing to put forth all their energies 
in these labours of love. 

The christian, whose heart is warm- 
ed with love to his Saviour, will en- 
gage with the utmost earnestness in 
the cause of sabbath schools. His 
departing spirit will take its flight 
with perfect joy, when he beholds 
the future companies of holy warriors 
that are to succeed in the cause in 
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which he was so ardently engaged. 
Although at all times, even in the 
darkest hours he is enabled to trust 
in God, and believe that the cause 
which lies so near his heart will fi- 
nally prevail, notwithstanding the 
combined powers of earth and hell 
are arrayed against it, yet the pros- 
pect which is presented adds energy 
to his faith, and enables him to tri- 
umph over all his foes. Then, as 
we value the welfare of society, the 
prosperity of our Zion, the honour 
of our dear Redeemer, and the suc- 
cess of his cause throughout the 
world, let us do all in our power to 
second these noble plans of benevo- 
lence, at once the honour and the 
glory of the age. 


MANVILLE. 





AMERICAN SEAMAN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


An institution bearing the above 
title was formed at New York on the 
13th inst. The objects of the institu- 
tion are thus stated in the second ar- 
ticle of the constitution : 


Art. 2. The object of this society 
shall be to ameliorate the condition, 
and improve the moral and religious 
character of seamen, by the estab- 
lishment of well-regulated boarding- 
houses, and suitable libraries and 
reading-rooms, when practicable ; 
savings banks, register offices, schools 
of elementary and nautical instruc- 
tion, by the employment of agents for 
carrying into effect the operations of 
the society in different parts of the 
United States, and by the use of such 
other means as may seem calculated 
to promote the designs of the institu- 
tion. 

The Hon. Smith Thompson is the 
President, and among the Vice Pre- 
sidents and Directors we observe the 
names of many distinguished mer- 
chants and others, in various parts of 
the United States. 

It is truly a delightful spectacle to 
see a National Institution rising up 
under such flattering prospects, 
whose object is to meliorate the con- 
dition of American seamen. We 
most earnestly desire that this socie- 
ty may be under the special protec- 
tion and blessing of our heavenly Fa- 
ther. 
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TABULAR VIEW 


Of Protestant Missions throughout the World, in their Geographical Order. 
Compiled from the London Missionary Register for January and February 


1825, and from the preceding survey. 





Western Africa, 

South Africa, 

African Islands, 
Mediterranean, 

Black and Caspian Seas, 
Siberia, 

China, 

India beyond the Ganges, 
India within the Ganges, 
Ceylon, 

Indian Archipelago, 
Austral Asia and Polynesia, 
South American States, 
Guiana and West Indies, 
North American Indians, 
Labrador, 

Greenland, 








Total, 
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Remarks.—The above view, is in general correct, but we believe the num- 
ber of pupils in the schools among the North American Indians, is not much 


less than 1,200 at the present time. 
stated at 1,151. 
benefit of Sunday school instruction. 


We have somewhere seen the number 
A considerable number of these 50,000 pupils have also the 





LOCKPORT SABBATH SCHOOLS, 


We have received the annual re- 
port of the Sabbath schools at Lock- 
port, Niagara county, N. York. The 
annual exhibition of the scholars 
took place a few days ago, and were 
addressed by the Rev. Mr. Kent. 
“The appearance of this juvenile 
band (about 100, says the Lockport 
paper) “assembled, on this occa- 
sion, as well as the report from their 
teachers, forcibly demonstrated the 
utility of the institution, and its prac- 
tical agency in cultivating the minds 
and morals of its pupils. Much cre- 
dit is due those who have gratuitous- 
ly bestowed their time and attention 


to this laudable object ; and from pa- 
Vor. I11.--G 
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rents and guardians they have a right 
to anticipate that united co-opera~ 
tion which is essentially necessary 
to the success of their benevolent la- 
bours.” 

From the report we learn that the 
whole number of scholars that have 
attended both schools since the last 
report, is 226. The number which 
have attended the first school, is 174, 
Average number, 62. Whole num- 
ber that have attended the second 
school, 52. Average number, 35. 
Verses of scripture recited by 





all the scholars, - 40,850 
Do. hymns, - 6,476 
Total, 47,262 
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Teachers’ Motives. 

“We have embarked in the ser- 
vice of your children, from motives, 
not of honour or profit, neither from 
self-aggrandizement, or from expec- 
tations of reward from you or your 
dear children. But prompted by a 
sense of duty—and stimulated with 
the prospect of being useful to the 
rising generation, and wishing to do 
something for the glory of God, and 
for the advancement of morality and 
religion, among the children who are 
your hope and your joy, we continue 
our labours.” 

-1 Good Example. 

“ We who are engaged in this in- 
terésting employment of “ teaching 
the young idea how to shoot,” and 
endeavouring to direct its course to 
God, and to things pertaining to the 
happiness of its origin, belong to va- 
rious religious denominations; yet in 
this business we see eye to eye, hav- 
ing one common interest, and one 
common object. And we are most of 
us engaged in a ible class, for our own 
improvement in religious and scriptu- 
ral knowledge, that we may be the bet- 
ter qualified to inetruct the dear child- 
ren whom you are disposed to commit to 
our charge.” 


Address to the Parents. 

“You will not reproach us for be- 
lieving in the extreme utility of Sab- 
bath schools, while your children be- 
come mote obedient, docile, and 
amiable in their dispositions ; while 
they evidently increase in religious 
and moral culture, and while our in- 
fluence is extended to restrain them 
from the paths of vice, and especially, 
while a goodly number of them give 

leasing evidence that since thev 
Sacains members of the Sabbath 
schools, they have become united to 
Christ by a living faith. 

With these statements and these 
facts, with more than a hundred 
children before you, may we not con- 
fidently expect your united co-opera- 
tion, and your fervent prayers, that 
the blessing of God may rest upon us, 
in all our endeavours to promote the 
objects of this interesting institu- 
tion.” 





WILLIAM JAY’S TRACT. 
Some months ago a correspondent 











of the New York Observer offered a 
premium of fifty dollars for the best 
essay on the Sabbath, regarded asa 
civil institution, which should be 
written within a certain time. The 
premium was awarded to WriiiiaM 
Jay, Esq. of Bedford, N. Y. who ge- 
nerously gave it to a Sunday school 
society. From this essay we extract 
the following testimony in favour of 
Sunday schools, which we wish might 
be read by every opposer, (if such 
there are) and cold hearted friend 
of these institutions. 

“In Sunday schools, we behold a 
mighty engine, whose influence in 
promoting the virtue and happiness 
of society, no political economist is 
able to calculate. If the real sub- 
stantial prosperity of a state, is to be 
estimated only by the comfort, so- 
briety, and intelligence of its citi- 
zens, the religious education of youth 
is the only perennial spring of na- 
tional felicity. In our own country 
alone, more than 100,000 children 
are taught in these schools the high- 
est and best of all knowledge—their 
duty to God and man. Were the 
Sabbath abolished, Sunday schools 
would cease with it; nor could any 
adequate substitute be provided in 
their room. Education may indeed 
be furnished at the public expense ; 
but education, unaccompanied by a 
sense of moral obligation, instead of 
restraining crimes, would afford new 
facilities for their commission. It 
would be difficult for any govern- 
ment, and impossible for our own, to 
provide religious instruction for the 
young. But in Sunday schools, this 
great and desirable object is attained, 
without the smallest encroachment 
upon the rights of conscience, or 
upon the principles of our political 
institutions. In these schools, and 
in these alone, is the influence of ex- 
ample constantly added to that of 
precept ; and religion is recommend- 
ed to the youthful heart and under- 
standing, by the disinterested labours 
of pious and affectionate teachers. 
In these alone is the attendance of 
the children not merely voluntary 
but cheerful; and punishment is un- 
known as a corrective, either of in- 
dolence or misbehaviour. In the re- 
markable fact, that scarcely an in- 
stance has occurred, either in Great 





1826. 








Questions for Sabbath School Children. 51 








Britain or America, of the conviction 
of a felon who had enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of a Sunday school, we find 
a strong and delightful testimony to 
the efficacy of this mode of instruc- 
tion, in promoting the peace and 
good order of society.” 





SOUTH CAROLINA S. 8. UNION, 


The Anniversary Meeting of the 


“ Sunday School Union Society of 


South Carolina,” was held at the Cir- 
cular Church, on Monday, Dec. 26th 
1825. The Schools connected with 
this society in Charleston, were pre- 
sent, which, with the audience, form- 
ed a large and respectable congre- 
gation. 

The meeting was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. Dr. Palmer. 

The Report of the Board for the 
past year, was read by the Rev. John 
Wickson, Corresponding Secretary. 

The following Resolutions were 
then offered, accompanied by ad- 
dresses suited to the occasion. 

Moved by the Rev. Wm. Capers, 
and seconded by Rev. Mr. M‘Dowell: 
“That the Report just read be ac- 
cepted and published under the di- 
rection of the Board.” 

Moved by the Rev. Professor 
Adams, and seconded by the Rev. 
Jos. Brown: ‘* That the powerful in- 
fluence of Sunday schools on the 
other benevolent operations of the 
age, as well as on the moral improve- 
ment of the rising generation, affords 
strong encouragement to increased 
and persevering efforts in their be- 
half.” 

Each of the above gentlemen ad- 
dressed the meeting in an appropri- 
ate and animated manner, indicating 
that they felt a deep interest in the 
cause of Sunday Schools. 

After the other exercises, the meet- 
ing was closed with the benediction, 
by the Rev. Dr. Palmer, when the 
audience and schools were dismissed. 

The Society then elected officers 
and managers for the ensuing year: 
Thomas Flemming, President, 
Samuel J. Wagner, First Vice-Pres. 
Wm. Kunhardt, Second do. do. 
Rev. John Dickson, Cor. Sec. 

John M. Hoff, Recording Sec, 
Horatio Leavitt, Treasurer. 
H. C. M‘Leod, Librarian. 
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-Managers.—Francis A. Beckman, 
Henry Muckenfuss, Charles M‘Entire, 
Jasper Corning, 8S. N. Stevens, 
Charles Howe. 


REVIVALS IN SABBATH SCHOOLS, 

In the school at Western, which 
was established principally by the ef- 
forts of an individual, last summer, 
and in which, as was stated in the last 
report of the Oneida Union, out of 
ten teachers only one was a professor 
of religion, a revival of no ordinary 
character has recently commenced, 
and is now in existence. All the 
teachers, and many of the scholars, have 
become apparent subjects of divine 
grace. Several interesting particu- 
lars have been communicated to us of 
this revival, which we deem inexpe- 
dient at present to publish. 

At Vernon Centre, arevival has ex- 
isted for some months. Three months 
ago, out of eighteen teachers (the 
whole number) in their Sabbath 
school, only two were professors of 
religion; now, out of twenty-six, but 
two remain without hope. Conver- 
sions among the children are also nu- 
merous. 

Hampton continues to enjoy the 
Divine blessing. A revival has re- 
cently commenced in their Sunda 
school, and about fifteen of the chil- 
dren are already its hopeful subjects. 
itis now spreading through the so- 
ciety. This revival is said to have 
been begun, so far as means were 
concerned, by the superintendent’s 
enforcing upon the teachers the truth, 
that it was even possible for children to 
become Christians.—S. S. Visitant. 





For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
QUESTIONS FOR S, 8, CHILDREN.—wNO, Y. 
( Continued from page 326, Vol. 2.) 

After the flood, Noah’s three sons 
had children, and these children grew 
to be men and women, and had Simi. 
lies too; and so on for a number of 
years, till there were once more a 
great many people in the world—But 
these people forgot the Lord’s dread- 
ful judgment upon the world for 
wickedness, and being born with sin- 
ful hearts, were proud, and obstinate, 
and rebellious.—Now they all spoke 
one language, so they determined to 
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keep together, that they might be 
strong, and to build a great city, and 
a tower, whose top should reach to 
heaven; thinking perhaps tostrength- 
en themselves against God, if he 


wickedness; but, the Lord has many 
ways of showing that he is God over 
all, and we can do nothing, but he 
knows it, and will one day take ac- 
count of it. So he looked down upon 
these poor, foolish, proud men, and 
in the midst of their work he came 
among them, and made them all 
speak different languages, so that 
they were obliged to leave off build- 
ing their city, and were scattered all 
over the earth. This is called the 
Confusion of Tongues, at the Tower 
ef Babel. Babel means Confusion; 
and this is the reason why so many 
different languages are spoken in the 
world. 

How came there to be any more 
people in the world after the flood? 

Did these people remember the 
flood and fear God ? 

Was the nature of man changed af- 
ter the flood, or was he still born 
with a sinful heart? 

Did they speak different langua- 
ges? 

What did they determine to do? 

Can we do any thing without God’s 
knowing it ? 

Did not God see this their pride 
and wickedness’ 

And did he take no notice of it? 

What did he do to stop it ? 

What were they obliged to do? 

And did they keep togetheras they 
had intended ? 

What is this called ? 

What is the name of the Tower 
which they began to build ? 

What is the meaning of Babel ? 

There are many people in the 
world now, who are as proud. and as 
foolish as these builders of Babel 
were: take care that you are not so. 
You know, as they did, that God can 
and will punish the wicked, and that 
your time and breath are his,and giv- 
en you to use in his service, and that 
he can take them when he pleases; 
and still, you neglect his command- 
ments, and go on in wickedness, in 
the pride of your hearts, thinking 
« does not see, he will never take 


' account of it;” but 








perhaps in the 
midst of all this, the Lord will come 
upon you as he did upon those wick- 
ed people, and stop your plans, and 


1e | stop your breath too, and call you up 
should ever come to punish their |, 
| know that he is God. 


to his judgement seat, and you will 


All these stories are in the bible, 


_ for us to read and take warning. The 
_ Lord tells you how he punished those 


wicked men, that you may see he 
will punish you too, if you go on in 
sin; he may let wicked people go on 
a while, but itis not that he does not 
see, and in his own time, he will show 
them that he has seen, and will punish. 

Who are those people like, who go 
on in sin and take their own pleasure 
without thinking of God ? 

Why has God given you your time 
and breath ? 

Don’t you think he takes notice 
how you use them ? 

Cannot he stop all your plans when 
he pleases? 

Why are these stories written in the 
Bible ? 

Remember always, “ God sees me,” 
and if you are doing any thing wrong, 
or any thing without asking his help, 
stop and beg him to forgive you for 
Jesus’ sake. 

Now after the people were scatter- 
ed all over the world, they worship- 
ped idols; that is, instead of praying 
to God who made them, they made 
images of wood, and stone, and metal, 
and worshipped them, and called them 
gods; though they might have known 
that a piece of wood, or stone, could 
not have made this world, and made 
them, and kept them alive: —but there 
was one man, who found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord,.as' Noah did. This 
man’s name was Abram, and he lived 
in a country called Mesopotamia, 
The Lord told him to go away from 
his own country, and from the people 
of that country, to a land he would 
tell him of; and he would make him 
very great, and bless him, and be his 
God, and that Jesus Christ, the Sa- 
viour, should be of his family. Abram 
did as God told him, and left Mesopo- 
tamia, with Sarai his wife, and Lot 
his brother’s son; and God kept his. 
promise, and made him rich and 
great, and what was better than all, 
changed his heart, and Abram wor- 
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shipped God, and not images, and sodid 
Lot. Lot went and lived in Sodom, 
avery wicked place. 


the people were so bad, that God de- 
termined to rain down fire and brim- 
stone from heaven, and burn them 
up; but, before he did so, he sent two 
angels, to teH Lot, because Lot was 
one who loved and served him. God 
always remembers his children; and 
they will not be punished with the 
wicked: he saved Noah, he saved 
Lot, and he will save you too if you 
love him. 

So when he had brought out his 
servant Lot, he rained fire and brim- 
stone out of heaven, and burned u 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and all the 
wicked people in them. So here 
again you see how God hates wicked- 
ness, and that he will punish it. After 
the people were scattered throughout 
the world did they worship the true 
God ? 

What did they worship ? 

What are idols? 


Did these people know no better? | 


If you had never been told about 


God, could you think that a piece | 


of wood made the whole world ? 

Was there no one who was will- 
ing to worship the true God ? 

What made him willing more than 
the others ? 

Where did Abram live ? 

What did the Lord tell him to du? 


What did God promise to do for | 


him ? 

What did he promise about our 
Lord Jesus Christ ? 

Did Abram obey God? 

Who did he take with him? 

Who was Lot? 

Did God keep his promise to 
Abram? 

How? 


What did God do for Abram which | 


was better than all? 

Did Abram and Lot worship ima- 

es? 

Where did Lot live? 

What sort of a place was Sodom ? 

Was there any other wicked city 
near it? 

What did the Lord determine to do 
to those wicked cities ? 

Did he give them any warning? 

Who did he send to tell Lot? 


In this place | 
and another city called Gomorrah, | 


i 
' 
' 
' 
| 


' 





| 








Why did he tell Lot ? 

Will God ever forget his children, 
and let them perish with the wicked ? 

Did he save Lot? 

Who did he save once before, 
when he was going to drown the 
world ? 

When Lot was out, what did the 
Lord do to those cities ? 

Were all the people destroyed? 
Why were all those people destroy- 
ed | 

In what way shall all be destroyed 
who will go on in wickedness like 
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah ? 

Does God hate wickedness ? 

Will he not always punish it? 

How can you be saved in the day 
when the Lord comes to judgment ? 

Who is the only Saviour ? 

Will it be time enough to go to 
him then ? 


VALUE OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Every day we have some new tes- 
timony of the value of Sabbath 
Schools; and this thought leads us to 
inquire, ** Why.are not the funds of 
the National Sunday School Union 
replenished?” If the institution’ is 
worthy of support, why are not means 
placed in the hands of the managers 
to enable them to supply the im- 
mense demand for Sunday School 
publications? we hope the attention 
of Christians, and the Friends of Edu- 
cation, will not only be directed to 
this subject, but that they will give the 
necessary pecuniary support. We 
are led to these remarks by meeting 
with the following extract from a 
Thanksgiving Sermon, preached in 
Maine, Nov. 25, 1825, which we copy 
from the Christian Mirror: 

Another reason why we should re- 
joice, is, that the present is an age of 
Sabbath Schools. This is a new in- 
stitution, especially as it respects our 
country. Its novelty and simplicity 
have excited the remarks and the 
snecrs of many who felt no interest in 
the religious education of children 
and youth. But while unfeeling and 
unbelieving parents, together with 
scoffers and infidels, have been laugh- 
ing at these humble attempts to in- 
stil into the tender mind the first prin- 
ciples of the christian religion, God 
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has been pleased to smile on these | 
humble attempts, and bless them to | 
In no | 
way has so much good been s0 easily | 
accomplished as by Sabbath Schools, | 

When proper attention is paid to | 


the salvation of many souls. 


this subject; when parents feel as 
they ought to feel, for their children; 
when teachers are faithful, and not 
only listen to the lesson repeated, but 
take pains to have scholars under- 
stand the scriptures, so that some- 
thing more than the surface of in- 
struction is attained, Sabbath schools 
are nurseries of religious knowledge, 
and by the blessing of God will prove 
nurseries of piety. 


1 consider Sabbath schools, one || from his youth, and most probably 


of the mightiest engines ever put in 
operation to help forward the latter 
day glory. Before the world can be 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 
the Bible must not only be circulated 


in all languages, but it must be read | 


and studied, believed and obeyed, 
The only certain way to secure an at- 
tention to the bible, is to interest chil- 
dren in this holy book. Impressions 
early made, are lasting. Bring up a 
child to neglect the bible; and how 


almost certain it is, he will neglect it | 


in riper years. Prejudice his mind 
when young, against its holy doc- 
trines and precepts, and this preju- 
dice will ‘grow with his growth, 
and strengthen with his strength.” 
Butinterest children in reading and 
studying the bible; endeavour to 
make them feel it is a book of truth, 
the word of God; and there is but 
little danger of their becoming scep- 
tics or infidels. Acquaint them with 


the restraints the bible imposes, the | 
curses it denounces against sin, and | 
the promises it makes to the righ- | 


teous, and it will not be at all strange, 
if they feel that the bible demands at- 
tention and reverence, and is able to 
make them wise through faith unto 


~~ 

















a wicked idea which some advance, 
that it is best to leave children to 
choose for themselves, as this will be 
likely to prevent their becoming hy- 
pocrites or formalists. This is no- 
thing more nor less than to leave 
them to walk in the sight of their 
eyes, and the desire of their hearts. 
Though leaving them to themselves 
should prevent their becoming hypo- 
crites, it will be very likely to keep 
them unbelievers; and this, without 
any formality or hypocrisy, will be 
sufficient to shut them out of the 
kingdom of heaven. Had Timothy 
been left to choose for himself, he 
would not have known the scriptures 


would never have become wise unto 
salvation. 

The more Sabbath schools are en- 
couraged the more the rising gene- 
ration will become interested in the 
bible; and the more they become 
acquainted with the scriptures, the 
greater is the probability they will 
become pious. We ought then to 
rejoice, that there is such a system 
in operation, for the purpose of be- 
nefiting the rising generation. We 
ought to rejoice that any are awake 
to the religious education of children 
and youth. And we should feel that 
there is something for us to do our- 
selves. Every individual is called on 
to help forward this noble enterprise, 
this mighty engine, that it may move 
on with accelerated velocity, and with 
widening and more salutary influence, 
till every child of Adam is taught the 
scriptures, and made wise through 
faith unto salvation. 





MAINE SABBATH SCHOOL UNION. 
By a letter from our Missionary, the 

Rev, Hervey Wilbur, we learn that a 

meeting was held at Portland, Maine, 


salvation. The great object of Sab- | 
bath schools, is to interest the young | School Union for that state. 
in attending to the scriptures. In| 
consequence of human depravity, 
children are prone to be interested | 
in reading trifling and irreligious | 
books to the neglect of the bible, | 
And unless special means are used, | 
the bible of all books will interest | 


them least. It is a dangerous if not | 


on the 10th inst. to form a Sunday 
The 
Legislature being in session, many 
of the members attended the mect- 
ing. His excellency Governor Par- 
nis, was chosen Chairman, and the 
Rev. P. S. Ten Broxckx, Secretary. 
The meeting was opened with pray- 
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er by the Rev. Mr. Wiley; after 
which the Rev. Mr. Wilbur, made 
known to the meeting the plan and 
objects of the American Sunday 
School Union, and enumerated some 
of the benefits to be derived from a 
connexion with it. A resolution was 
then passed, that it is expedient to 
form a State Sabbath School Union, 
Auxiliary to the American Sunday | 
School Union. 


| 


The meeting was 


] 
| 
} 


well attended, and many clergymen || pa , : 
; led to a brief but animated discussion, 


of different denominations, and dis- | 
tinguished gentlemen from various 


and distant parts of the state were | 
The meeting was address- | 
ed also by two gentlemen of the Bar. | 
Besides the clergy of four deno- ! 


present. 


minations who were present, and as- | 
sisted in organizing the Society, about | 
forty laymen subscribed to the con- | 
stitution. 


| 


—— 
Churches, in Maine, held their 4th an- 
nual meeting in Portland, on the 10th 
inst. We are gratified to notice in 
their proceedings, that a dissertation 
was read on the following subject:— 


‘<Is it the duty of this Conference 
to take any measures to increase the 
beneficial effects of Sabbath Schools 
and Bible Classes?” By Rev. A, 
Mead. 


The question respecting Bible 
Classes, contained in the subject of 
the first dissertation which was read, 


in which several members took a part. 

The Rev. H. Wilbur, an agent of 
the Mass. Pastoral Association, gave 
an exposition of the object of Bible 
Classes, and the manner in which 


_ they have been conducted in differ- 


ent places—stated a variety of facts 
showing their utility, and the signal 
manner in which the blessing of God 
has attended them—and especially 


| pointed out their connexion with 


The conference of Con- || 


gregational Churches, at their session 


on the morning of the same day re- | 


commended that all their churches | 


should organize Sabbath School So- | 


cieties, auxiliary to the State Union, 
when it should be formed. 
Officers for the year 1826. 


His Ex. Albion K. Parris, President. || 


Rev. William Allen, D. D. Vice Pres. | 


Rev. Dr. Chaplin, do. do. 
Robert H. Gardiner, Esq. do, do. 
Rev. Allen H. Cobb, do. do. 


| 


} 
i} 
/ 
| as long as they choose to attend its 


Joseph Harrod, Treasurer. \ 


William Cutter, Cor. Secretary. | 
Rev. Thomas B. Ripley, Rec. Sec. | 
Managers.—Rev.P. S. Ten Broeck | 
—Rev. Asa Cummings—Gen. John | 
K. Smith—Rev. Joshua Taylor—Mr. | 
Stephen Waite—Joseph Adams, Esq. | 


—Rev. Samuel Rand—Capt. David | 


Nelson—Reyvy. James Lewis. 


| be established. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
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BIBLE CLASSES. 
The Cumberland Conference of | 


revivals of religion. One gentle- 
man gave a brief history of the in- 
stitution and operations of a Bible 
Class under the superintendence of a 
missionary in one of our destitute 
towns. The narrative was simple 
and touching, and was of a nature to 
carry to every mind a conviction of 
the importance of the institution. 
From the whole debate it was clear- 
ly made out, that the Bible Class 
holds a very important place in the 
system of religious instruction. It 
takes young persons where the Sab- 
bath school leaves them, and feeds 
them with wisdom and understanding 


instructions.— That Bible Classes can 
They have been es- 
tablished to some extent among us 
and sometimes under circumstances 
which seemed discouraging.—They 
may be made highly interesting to 
those who attend them—that adult 
persons and heads of families have in 
many instances placed themselves un- 
der its instructions with pleasure and 
profit.—That churches in some instan- 
ces have organized themselves into 
Bible Classes. In many instances 
they have been eminently useful. 


| And it is hoped that the discussion of 
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the subject at this time will have a 


I} 
| cism on this subject, and forever to 


tendency to produce in our churches | silence opposition: 


a livelier interest in this mode of giving 
religious instruction. The subject was 
disposed of by reference to a Com. 
mittee who were directed to publish 
in the Mirror, [from which we copy 


this account,} the result of that inves- | 


tigation in the form of a circular to 
the Churches; and also report to the 
Conference at their next meeting. 





REVIVALS AT SEA. 

Our readers will not, perhaps, ex- 
pect to see in our Magazine accounts 
of what is doing for the salvation of 
those who “go down to the sea in 
ships,” but as it is a subject of vast 
importance to the whole human fami- 
ly, we depart from our usual course, 
for once at least, to record the won- 
ders of God’s display of mercy to 
poor sailors. And we take the pre- 
sent occasion to say that the “ Mari- 
wen’s Macazine,”’ (from which we 
copy the following account) publish- 
ed at New-York,* is a work of singu- 
lar interest to all who desire “ that 
the abundance of the sea may be con- 
verted unto God.” 


We have been favoured, [says the 
editor,] with a copy of a letter from 
a mercantile gentleman of eminent 
piety, dated near Calcutta, July 2d, 
from which we make the following 
extract. The “signs of the times” 
clearly indicate that a moral revolu- 
tion is about to be effected among 
seamen. A few years ago any pro- 
ject to evangelize seamen would 
have been treated as the chimera of 
enthusiasm, and a pious seaman re- 


garded as a rare phenomenon in the | 


religious world. Now pious seamen 
are to be found in every port, and 
every month serves to develope new 
triumphs of the cross on the ocean. 
The results of the efforts that have 
been made form their highest eulogy; 
one fact like the following, is enough 
to put to flight the cavils of scepti- 


* A. Claxton, No. 13 North Fourth-Street, is 
Agent for the work in Philadelphia, 














| Soon after we sailed 1 found we 
had a very profane crew. Such hor- 
| rible depravity as was exhibited dur- 
ing the several first days, 1 never 
before witnessed. My feelings were 
much excited, and 1 determined on 
seizing an opportunity of speaking to 
the crew in a body, and distributing 
some religious Tracts, and other pub- 
lications. While looking out for such 
an opportunity I found a convenient 
agent in promoting my purposes, in 
a member of the crew, who, I ascer- 
tained, was a sensible and devout 
Christian. Our designs were soon 
providentially carried into execution, 
and, wonderful to tell, were received 
with fw seriousness. Having ob- 
tained the countenance of the cap- 
tain, [| continued to press the subject 
upon their attention at every oppor- 
tunity. A great change in the man- 
ners of the men was very discoverable, 
and your heart will burn with gra- 
titude to the Father of all mercies, 
when I tell you every individual of the 
| crewis now become either a subject of 
conviction or of hope’ A more aftfect- 
ing or pleasing scene | think I never 
witnessed. No other subject, except 
| the greatest of all subjects, is spoken 
| of on board. Some are singing 
| praises, while others are anxiously 
| inquiring the way of salvation. The 
| captain, one of the mates, the cook, 
and the boy are among those who 
| are rejoicing in hope. I have not 
| 


time, by the opportunity offered, to 
enter into details. We have been 
| much favoured during the passage 
_with good weather. 





BALTIMORE FEMALE UNION, 


Letter from Miss Maria Stinnecke, Correspond- 

ing Secretary of the Baltimore Female Union 
| Society, for the promotion of Sabbath Schools, 
dated Jan. 6, 1826, to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary. 


The Board of Managers, of the 
Baltimore Female Union Society for 
the promotion of Sabbath Schools, trans- 
mit to the Parent Society, their annual 
contribution. They have accompa- 
nied with it, a Report of their pro- 
ceedings the past year. The contents 

of which, like every thing earthly, 
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will be found to impart a degree of | our connexion, which have made do- 


— = Joy. f) “ sid cages '| nations to the funds of the Union af- 
eart, alive to all the interests i 


great Redeemer’skingdom, will find 
in it cause for unfeigned sorrow and 
humility before God, and also matter 
of living gratitude and thankfulness 
to the great Head of the Church, for 
the benign and effectual aid, of his 


i 


| 
| 


Holy Spirit, enabling us whilst we go | 


forth with tears, sowing precious seed, | 


to find, that in some good degree, 
we return rejoicing, bringing our 
sheaves with us. 


Our Monthly Concert of Prayer, is 


regularly observed, and we hesitate | 
not to say, if with faith and confidence, | 


we continue to call upon Him, whose 
own mandate is, Asx and ye shall re- 
ceive,—it will be productive of great 
and incalculably beneficial effects. O, 
that a copious shower of God’s Holy 
Spirit, may be poured upon all who 
are engaged in this dlessed work, giv- 
ing us severally to see, that we have 
not laboured in vain, nor spent our 
time for naught, but affording us 


the joyful gratification, of being the 1 


humble and honoured instruments of 
bringing many immortal souls to the 
feet of Jesus, as trophies of his blood, 


whose voices shall swell the anthem | 


of praise ascending from the redeem- 


ed of all nations, kindreds, tongues, | 


and people, to him that sitteth upon 
the throne and unto the Lamb, 

We take the present opportunity 
to express our thanks to our friends 
in Baltimore for their annual donation 
of three dollars, and to state that al- 
though this sum is not required by our 
constitution from any of our auxiliaries, 
yet the present state of our funds is 
such as to need all which our auxiliaries 
can spare from theirs; and that what- 








| 
| 
i 
} 
| 


' 


| 


ever they contribute in annual sub- | 


scriptions and donations is placed in 
the Missionary Fund, and will enable 
the board to increase: the number of 
their missionaries, whose services are 
at this time imperiously called for. 
This and four other female societies, 
are all out of 380 auxiliaries now in 
Vor. HI—H 





| 


| 
| 
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|| have been enabl 


ter becoming auxiliary, and we hope 
their example will not be lost on 
others who have the ability to aid our 
funds, which are now exceedingly 
low. 

The Eighth Annual Report of this 


Society, gives the following satement 
of their schools, 





No. 1, St. John’s Church 46 
No. 2, lst Presbyterian Church 78 
No. 3, Associate Reformed do. 90 
No. 4, 2d Presbyterian do. 60 
No. 5, Powhattan Factory 43 
No. 6, Coloured Adult do. 123 
No. 7, Pennsylvania Avenue 70 
No. 8, Grace Church, F H 30 
No. 9, White Adult 38 

578 


School No. 1.—Two of the girls of 
the 6th class, who have, for a consi- 
derable time, appeared seriously con- 
cerned for their souls, now profess a 
change of heart, and have sealed 
their vows at the Table of the Lord. 
One in the 4th class, likewise pro- 
fesses a change, and so far as we can 
judge, from the uniform sweetness 
and tranquillity of her spirit, together 
with the avidity and delight she now 
takes in committing Scripture to me- 
mory, which before was great labour, 
we would rejoice over her. A short 
time since, she came forward at the 
close of the afternoon school, and re- 
quested leave to take home to read, 
a Tract on the worth of the soul; thus, 
we think, evidencing a change of dis- 
position and sentiment. We have al- 
so strong hopes of another little girl, 
in the same class, in whom much se- 
rious concern and increasing atten- 
tion to divine things, is perceptible. 

School No. 2.—in the course of six 
months, two of our scholars made a 
public profession of their faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, by joining the 
communion of our church; and we 
have every reason to believe that it 
is a genuine work of grace upon their 
hearts, and that they walk worthy of 
their high and holy vocation. The 
to explain expli- 








58 


Mercer County Union. 





February, 





=——_——_ 





citly their reason for the hope that is 
within them, and we trust that their 
influence has been, and will still con- 
tinue to be felt in the school, and 
that others will be induced to follow 
their good example. 

The teacher of the 6th class, asked 
her scholars the question, “Is the 
Saviour freely offered to all?” They 
answered ‘‘ Yes,” and in a moment, 
without any hesitation, or ro 
to their bibles, gave three paralle 
passages of scripture. The first an- 
swered, “ Ho every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters,” &c, kc.— 
The second, “In the last day, that 
great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried, saying, if any man thirst, let 
him come unto me, and drink.”’—The 
third answered, “ The Spirit and the 
bride say come, and let him that 
heareth say come, and let him that 
is athirst come, and whosoever will, 
let him take the waters of life free- 
ly.” 

Our Pastor visits us frequently, and 
addresses the children. The sewing 
school and writing class are still in 
operation, one day of the week, and 
are flourishing. Our library increas- 
es; the books are read with avidity by 
scholars, parents, and teachers. 

School No, 3.—One young person 
attending, whose first serious impres- 
sions were received in this school, has 
made a public profession of her faith, 
and united with us in communion at 
the Lord’s Table. 

School No, 4.—If the Directors of 
the free schools would use their influ- 
ence, they might, probably, when 
they admit children to this institution, 
engage them likewise to attend the 
Sabbath schools; surely this would 
be extending the benevolent inten- 
tions of the former establishment. 


School No. 5,—For Coloured Adults, 
which contained 123 scholars, some 
of whom had made great improve- 
ments, has been relinquished for want 
of a school room, 


School No. 6.—We have six female 
teachers in this school, who appear 
to fill their station with an eye single 
to the glory of God ; in them we per- 
ceive the benefits arising from Sab- 
bath School Institutions; most, if not 

















all of them, were once learners in the 
school, and have derived all their 
knowledge from this source ; yet this 
is but a small portion of the benefits 
which they have obtained, through 
the instrumentality of this school ; 
they have been made partakers of the 
faith of the gospel, and now profess 
to have the spirit of adoption, where- 
by they are enabled to cry, Abba— 
Father. 

We have not room for further ex- 
tracts from the report, but are pleas- 
ed to see that the Treasurer reports 
a balance in her hands of $140. We 
hope this society will continue to re- 
ceive the smiles of Divine Providence, 
and that its managers may be prompt- 
ed to increase the number of their 
schools, and gather into the benevo- 
lent arms of sunday schools, the re- 
mainder of those in their city who 
need its blessings. 





MERCER COUNTY UNION. 


The annual meeting of this society 
was held on the 2d instant. We un- 
derstand that the meeting was ad- 
dressed by several gentlemen, and 
that the exercises were highly in- 
teresting. It is gratifying to find 
gentlemen of the legal profession, 
becoming advocates for Sunday 
schools, as was the case on this oc- 
casion, and we hope there are many 
others of the profession who will 
come forward and imitate the exam- 
ple of Counsellor Banks in pleading 
the cause of the “lambs of the 
flock.” 


The Crawford County Union has 
exerted a most happy influence in 
our western counties in arousing the 
attention of the people to the sub- 
ject of Sabbath schools, and its wor- 
thy and indefatigable patron must 
experience a rich reward in the re- 
flection of having been instrumental 
of so much real benefit to his fellow 
citizens. We hope the zeal of our 
friends in that quarter will be ani- 
mated, and their hearts encouraged 
by witnessing more extensively the 
benefits of their pious labours. 
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CHRISTIAN PSALMODY. 
Perhaps all other means combined 


do not exert so powerful an influence |, 
on the vocal music of our churches |! 
as those employed by sunday school | 


teachers. If this be a correct esti- 
mate of their influence, and if sing- 
ing the praises of God in his sanctu- 
ary be a scriptural service, it is a 
subject of deep concern to those who 
desire that ‘‘all things” in relation 
to the public worship of God, should 
‘*be done decently and in order,” 
to inquire how this influence can be 
rendered subservient to the ends of 
a right practice in this delightful part 
of Christian worship. In most of our 
sabbath schools the singing of psalms 
and hymns forms a part of the exer- 
cises at every meeting, and as there 
are more than fifteen thousand teach- 
ers, and one hundred thousand sab- 
bath scholars in the United States, it 
will be conceded, we think, that our 
remark is just. These considera- 
tions have prompted us to comply 
with the requests of friends, often 
repeated, to devote, occasionally, a 
page or two of our Magazine to the 
subject of Christian Psalmody. A 
friend has put into our hands the first 
number of “*The Troy Review, or 
Religious and Musical Repository,” 
published at Troy, N. Y. and edited 
by Truman Hastines, Esq. favoura- 
bly known as a gentleman of correct 
taste and great attainments in the sci- 
ence and art of music; and we ex- 
tract the following editorial article : 
The subject, for which this depart- 
ment of our paper is reserved, is one 
of great importance, and its direct re- 
lation to the exercises of devotion 
ought to ensure it the attention of every 
christian. The application of the mu- 


sical art to devotional purposes, has 
been sanctioned by the church in 











every age of the world; and this cir- 
cumstance is of itself sufficient to es- 
tablish its importance without advert- 
ing to its heavenly origin. 

But there are other reasons which 
depend on the acknowledged effects 
of the art, that clearly evince its im- 
portance as well as its design. Ex- 
hibitions of music may, sometimes, 
by the misapplication of the princi- 
ples of taste, prove too attractive, and, 
at other times, too repulsive, for the 
purpose of devotion. 

There is a language in music which 
gives it its peculiar charm for the 
cultivated ear, when applied to words 
of corresponding import. But when 
this language is appropriated to sen- 
timents of an opposite character, or 
to such as cannot be expressed by it, 
the cultivated ear instinctively re- 
volts at the union, and the attention 
of the hearer is distracted, by being, 
at one moment, called to the senti- 
ments created by the music, and, at 
another, to those indicated by the 
words. The human mind is prone to 
wander from the proper object of de- 
votion, and it is of great importance 
that all the exercises of public wor- 
ship should be such as not to increase 
this evil propensity. It is often diffi- 
cult to fix our undivided attention 
upon the solemn subject that may be 
presented to us, and we are often re- 
minded of our duty, in this respect, 
by the clergy ; butif it is our duty to 
give heed to the “ preaching of the 
word,” it is obviously our first duty 
to remove every obstacle that may 
tend to dissipate our thoughts, If we 
apply these remarks to much of the 
music heard in our churches, we shall 
find that it calls aloud for correction. 
In proof of this, how often do we 
hear it said, “The music was very 
fine ;” ‘*the voices of the singers 
were peculiarly sweet;” or, “ the 
tune was very dull,” “the singers 
did not keep good time.” What ef- 
fect can the music have had upon 
such hearers? The rule on this sub- 
ject, in our opinion, should be anala- 
gous to the one established by an 
able moralist on the subject of female 
dress. “It should be such as not to 
excite attention ;” that is, it should 
neither provoke remark by its mean- 
ness, nor arouse curiosity by its gaie- 
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tv. The exercise of public praise 
should be so conducted as to fix the 
attention of the woneeee upon the 
sentiment proposed by the words, and 
not upon the music, nor upon the 
manner of executing it. The Israel- 
ites were, of old, reproved for listen- 
ing to the prophet as “ one*who had 
a pleasant voice, and could play well 
on an instrument.” 

The songs of Zion are not designed 
for amusement; they have a far no- 
bler object than to set the crowd agape, 
They are intended to elevate the 
mind, to purify the affections, and to 
enliven the devotions of the worship- 
pers. When the institution of Chris- 
tian Psalmody is made to produce 
such effects, and is not tinctured 
with irrelevant associations tending 
to dissipate the thoughts—when it 
serves only to impress upon us the 
sentiments uttered, whatever may be 
said of it by pedants, or by artists, iz 
is then precisely such as it should be. 
To produce these effects is the legitimate 
object of cultivation; and, when the 
abstract rules of musical science, or 
of the art, are resorted to, it is be- 
cause they are necessary to such results. 
That these effects are the result of 
the extensive dissemination of the 
principles of enlightened taste, is 
abundantly proved from the history 
of the art. In contributing our ef- 
forts towards the advancement of 
Christian Psalmody, it will fall within 
our province to notice the progress 
of music, both secular and sacred, 
and the connexion between vocal 
and instrumental music,* especially 
to that subordinate use of instruments, 
which may make them powerful aux- 
iliaries in the execution of devotional 
music, Butit comes especially with- 
in our province, as censors, to judge 
of that sacred verse which is intended 
for musical performance, of its adap- 
tation to music, and of the extent of 


* Our friend makes the following 
comparison between vocal and instru- 
mental music— 

“Vocal music is as much superior 
to instrumental, as a human being is 
superior to a wax figure; the one 
shows the wisdom and skill of the 
Creator, the other the humble imita- 
tion of the creature.” 


_— 











subjects which may be properly em- 
braced under the term, Sacred Lyric 
Poetry ; and, with regard to the com- 
pilations of Sacred Music, with which 
the press is groaning from year to 
year, to judge of its grammatical cor- 
rectness, its adaptedness to the state 





of musical knowledge, orto the pow- 


| ers of vocal execution in its intended 


| 


' 


| 
' 
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| performers: and its adaptation to the 
omy whose interest is intended to 

e heightened by it, or its fitness for 
‘musical expression. We solicit and 
| expect the contributions of our lite- 
rary friends who feel and deplore the 
abuses of Psalmody, and it may not be 
uninteresting to our musical readers 
_ to know that we shall make the pages 
of other papers, which may contain 

valuable communications on this sub- 
| ject, yield their treasures to our Re- 
pository for safe keeping. 


' 
' 
' 





For the American Sunday School Magazine. 


A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE 8, SCHOOLS IN 
WYOMING, PA. 


This interesting valley has been 
celebrated in history and in song.— 
| The blood of its first settlers redden- 
| ed the soil, for nearly all of them fell 
| victims to the unrelenting cruelty of 
the Indians. These early misfortunes, 
together with civil discords, caused 
by the clashing of titles given for the 
land by two different states, have im- 
peded the progress of cultivation. 
It may, therefore, be called a new 
country, and as such solicits the sym- 
pathies and charities of the church. 
There had been some few Sunday 
schools of early date, but until with- 
in eighteen months the people of 
God were comparatively asleep to 
this most interesting subject. Their 
long dormant energies were first 
brought into action by two young la- 
dies from the city of P——, whose 
hearts were glowing with love to the 
Sunday school cause. The impulse 
was powerful, and could only have 
proceeded from that hand which 
guides the movements of the uni- 
verse. Their warmest wishes were 
promptly and efficiently met by the 
friends of religion in W , and 
they moved simultaneously and har- 
moniously to this most blessed work. 
The first school was opened at Lau- 
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rel Run, about two miles from Wilkes- 
barre, and was soon attended by 
nearly one hundred scholars, who 
came joyfully from the woods, a dis- 
tance of five or six miles around.— 
As there was no house sufficiently 
large for their accommodation, a new 
and spacious barn was fitted up for 
their reception, where the school has 
always been conducted. When about 
to open the school for the first time, 
no one could be found who, in pray- 
er, would commend it to the smiles 


and protection of heaven. The pious | 


teachers (all females) being resolved 


that all their works should begin, | 
continue, and end in God, would not | 


therefore commence without this so- 
lemn act of devotion. All was anx- 
ious, breathless suspense, when a 


night, was introduced, who, after an 
apology for his inability for the duty, 
commended them all most fervently 
and appropriately to the mercy of 
Christ. Refreshed and animated by 
this unexpected alleviation of their 
fears, they commenced their labours 
with alacrity and gladness. 

They immediately discovered that 


the children’s minds were enveloped | 


in the thickest mists of ignorance, 





knowing nothing of their Maker, Re- | 


deemer, and Sanctifier. This is an 
example of their ignorance:—A child 
being asked, ** Who made you?” 
the reply was, ‘* The Devil.” Ano. 
ther an-wered the question, ‘* Who 
are in heaven?” by replying ‘* The 
Devil.” This name is constantly on 
the lips of the vulgar, and they use it 
to terrify their children from evil 
deeds. These little ones, therefore, 
had no idea of any unseen being but 
Satan, and he was an object of con- 
stant dread. Other anecdotes might 


be told, but it may be sufficient to | 


relate, that through the influence of 


this school religious meetings have | 


been opened, the moral aspect of so- 
ciety improved, children instructed, 
and two teachers hopefully convert- 
ed. 

The second school was opened 
about the same distance from W——, 
in a richer and more populous set- 
tlement, principally of Germans. 
In this place no convenient house pre- 





tavern, which was notorious for its 
irregularities, particularly as a haunt 
for the vicious and profane on the 
Lord’s day. The teachers expected 
an immediate repulse upon gone 
tion for a part of this house, but, to 
their astonishment, all the upper 
apartments were thrown open to 
them, and immediately crowded by 
one hundred and fifty children. Sa- 
tan did not behold these inroads up- 
on his dominions without counteract- 
ing endeavours. It was supposed 
that these labours could not be disin- 
terested and gratuitous—they cer- 
tainly were mercenary. At last there 
came forth a regularly digested re- 
port, ‘‘that these teachers were re- 
warded from the county school fund, 


and for the avoidance of the loss of 
stranger, who was tarrying but for a |, 


secular time, they devoted the Sab- 
bath to these exertions.”” The teach- 
ers persevered in “ their work of faith 
and labour of love,” with untiring 
assiduity, notwithstanding the viru- 
lent reproaches of their opposers.— 
For about three months there has 
been a most pleasing and effectual 
revival in that neighbourhood. There, 
before the school was opened, religi- 
ous meetings were rarely known, and 
but few listless hearers attended when 
preaching was first introduced, But 
soon such a multitude flocked to hear 
the word of God, that the place for 
worship could not receive them, and 
for many Sabbaths they were obliged 
to retire to an adjoining grove. In 
this school, twenty or more have been 
brought, as we hope, into the liberty 
of the gospel, and the exclamation 
has been extorted from many, “ What 
has God wrought!” 

After the lapse of some months, 
another school was instituted in an 
immoral and neglected portion of 
the country, where a barn was again 
found to be the only convenient 
place for opening the school. In this 
place much apathy was at first mani- 
fested, and soon the voice of ca- 
lumny was heard reiterating the stale 
report, “they are paid for their trou- 
ble.” The good effects of religious 
instruction was immediately visible. 
A little girl, on the first day of the 
school, was asked many questions in 


relation to God and the Saviour, to 


sented itself, except a commodious || all of which she was unable to reply. 
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She went from the school, vexed and 
sorrowful, directly to her father, and 
opening the Testament, said, “ Fa- 
ther, lam as dumb as a stone—you 
have never told me any thing about 
Jesus Christ.” It was a message 
from God to his soul, and he went 
that day broken-hearted to meeting, 
and asked the prayers of Christians 
for the remission of his sins. The 
families adjacent are now accustom- 
ed to attend the school on every Sab- 
bath, and listen to a portion of scrip- 
ture and a tract, which frequently 
dissolves them in tears. They also 
take a tract to their homes, which is 
returned on the ensuing Sunday, and 
thus, in rotation, these useful moni- 
tors are always in their houses. When 
I last visited this Sunday school, a 
teacher informed me, that all who 
were employed in teaching had either 
become comfortable with hope, or 
were anxious to be saved. There 
has been in this region also an inter- 
esting revival, and twelve or fifteen 
have become, as they hope, subjects 
of regenerating grace. After these 
successful experiments had been 
made, and all beheld and confessed, 
that this institution was under the 
fostering care of heaven, many other 
schools were opened by Mr. W ’ 
a faithful missionary, and other pious 
individuals, Since the commence- 
ment of the first school, more than 
thirty others, in various parts of the 
county, have been opened and crowd- 





ed with attentive and interesting |, 


children. In the midst of the people 
where some of these other schools 
have been located, the Lord has pour- 
ed out his spirit, and many of the 
teachers and pupils have professed 
to follow Christ in the regeneration. 
In one place particularly, where all 
was moral desolation and death, Sun- 
day schools were opened and conti- 
nued with difficulty ; at this time the 
Lord is breathing upon that valley of 
dry bones, and many of the dead are 
beginning to move, and rise, and live. 
Perhaps it would not be amiss to 
mention, in this place, that two of the 
most active teachers have commenc- 
ed a course of study preparatory to 
the ministry, to which they were led 
from their connexion with these 
schools. Providence has remarkably 


ordered their steps and lightened 
their burthens in this difficult under- 
| taking. 

| This sketch may be already too 
protracted and minute, but I cannot 
refrain from making some remarks in 
reference to those who were engag- 
-ed in these so highly beneficial 
schools. The first remark is—their 
whole souls were absorbed in the 
importance of the work. They ever 
wished for the hasty revolution of 
each week, that they might meet 
their little charge, and behold them 
with glistening eyes and tender 
hearts, listen to the truths of the 
gospel. How unlike the teacher who 
dreads the return of the Sunday 
school hour, and performs with heart- 
less indifference the duties of the 
class. The unpleasantness of the 
weather, or trifling indispositions, 
were not sufficient inconveniences to 
prevent them from meeting their be- 
loved flock. 

They also visited the homes of the 
children, and encouraged them to 
constant attendance, and often pour- 
ed consolation into the bosoms of 
their afflicted parents. The next re- 
mark is—they gave the most unwea- 
ried and particular instruction to the 
children. It did not satisfy them, as 
it does too many, to hear the task re- 
cited and see the rewards distributed. 
No—they made the most tender and 
touching appeals to their young au- 
| dience, and reiterated those appeals 
till their tearful eyes and swelling 
breasts proved that it was not in vain. 
This is not fiction, Oh! it was de- 
lightful to enter those places and 
witness the teachers talking, the chil- 
dren listening, and all weeping. The 
exclamation would often escape the 
lips, ‘* This is none other than the 
house of God and the gate of hea- 
ven!”’ The last remark is—that eve- 
ry thing was sanctified by prayer.— 
So warm were their feelings, and so 
truly parental their affections, that 
they prayed as much for their pupils 
as for themselves. If the records of 
eternity were now unfolded, in every 
prayer of theirs which the recording 
angel has inscribed there would doubt- 
less be found a petition for their 
schools. They offered not heartless 











supplications for the whole, but fervent 
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requests for cach little one in particu- 
lar. If one had been unyielding and 
refractory, with grief and anxiety 
they prayed for the softening influ- 
ence of grace. If another had been 
melted and wept, they would beg 


with a glowing gratitude for the per- | 


Sunday School Missionaries. 





| 
| 


| 


fecting of the work which the Spirit | 


had commenced. We need not the | 


spirit of prophecy to affirm, that ma- 
ny of these children will meet their 
teachers in heaven, and perhaps 
whole classes will form singing clus- 
ters around the throne of God. To 
every one engaged in Sunday school 
instruction, who may read of these 
pious and successful teachers, let me 
resound the words of inspiration— 
** Go thou and do likewise.” Z. 
Princeton, Jan, 23d, 1826. 





LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY SCHOOLS. 


The number of children who are at 
present receiving instruction under 
the superintendence of the Society’s 
Missions, in the various parts of the 
world, so far as the returns will ena- 
ble us to make the enumeration, is 
nearly fourteen thousand; of whom 
those in the schools in the 





South Seas amount to about 2000 
East Indies and Ultra Ganges 8500 
Africa, Madagascar, &c. 3250 
At sundry other stations, 150 

Total, 13,900 


The number of Adults under school 
instruction, chiefly in the South Sea 
Islands and in Africa, amounts to 
about 3000. 

The Adults and Children under in- 
struction at the out-stations of the 
South Sea Mission, in the various 
surrounding Islands, are not included 
in the above enumeration, no returns 


of their number having been as yet 
received, 





SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARIES. 


The plan of employing sabbath 
school missionaries, we believe, was 
first projected by the late Philadel- 
phia Sunday and Adult School Union, 
and by them prosecuted with great 
advantage to the interests of religion 
and morality, in several parts of the 
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| Union. Soon after the formation of 
the American Sunday School Union, 
the board of managers pursued the 
same system, and now find that no 
feature of their measures is more ge- 
nerally approved by the Christian 
public. Indeed, it is obvious that 
the progress of sunday schools must 
be slow, especially in a thinly popu- 
lated country, unless persons, ac- 
quainted with the subject, be em_ 
ployed to go forth among the people 
on this errand of mercy, and explain 
the nature and design of the institu- 
tion, and state the benefits which 
have resulted and may yet be expect- 
ed to arise from its being pressed 
forward with intelligence and vigour, 
We might enumerate many instan- 
ces in which the labours of these 
agents have been attended with sig- 
nal success. We have been led to 
make these remarks by reading the 








following passage of a letter just re- 
ceived from the Corresponding Sec- 
retary of the Sunday School Union, 
dated London, Nov. 21, 1825: 

**T rejoice exceedingly in the suc- 
cess of your operations, and 1 trust 
the divine blessing will still accom- 
pany your efforts. I am particularly 
pleased with your plan of employing 
sunday school missionaries, and I wish 
to ascertain particulars as to the per- 
sons employed; whether ministers or 
others; and how you remunerate 
| them, and what is the expense, 
and how long are the engagements 
made for? Your territory is much 
| larger than ours, but still I should be 
glad to do something of the same 
_ kind, as Iam fond of the pervading 
and aggressive system. The expense 
| of a competent person, in salary and 
| expenses of travelling, would be 

















| about £500 ($2,220) a year, in 


England.” 
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AUXILIARY UNIONS, 
Recognised, January 10th, 1826, 


St. Mary’s {Geo.] Sunday School 
Society of the First Presbyterian 
Church. Caleb Johnson, Pres. E. 
A. Magill, V. Pres. Harriet A. Elbert, 
St. Mary’s, Geo. Sec’ry. M. A. Fow- 
les, Treas. Jane F. Pratt, Librarian, 

Philadelphia Sunday School of the 
First Presbyterian Church. _Institut- 
ed December 1825. 

Georgia Sunday School Union. In- 
stituted November 23, 1825. Wil- 
liam I. Hobby, Pres. Timothy Ed- 
wards, Treas. Edward Campfields 
Augusta, Sec’ry. E. B. Crane, John 
Beach, J. Barry, Augustus Moore, 
and J. Catlin, Managers. 

Milton (N. C.] Sunday School So- 
ciety. Miss Margaretta Smith, Sec. 

Philadelphia St. George’s Metho- 
dist Sunday School. 

Philadelphia Sabbath School Asso- 
ciation of the Eighth Presbyterian 
Church. 





Movers received by the Treasurer of 
the American Sundav School Uni- 
on, from the 20th of December to 
the 20th of January, 1826. 


MEMBERS FOR LIFE, | 
} 


By the payment of thirty dollars and | 
upwards. 
Thomas Stokes, Vew York, $30 
MEMBERS FOR ONE YEAR, 


By the payment of three dollars and | 
upwards. 


Ann Sanders, $3 
Francis P. Browning, Detroit, 3 
William P. Smith, 3 
John Owen, 3 


DONATIONS. 


George Massingberg, Esq. of 
Pochahontas county, Virgi- 
nia, through David Dewees 


& Co. $20 
Alexander Henry, Esq. 15 
John Owen, 1 50 
A, S. Holdenby, Virginia, 50 


FOR THE MISSIONARY FUND. 


Philadelphia Sunday School 
Concert of Prayer, Januury, 14 
Boston do. September, 1825, 4 10 








do. December, 1825. 8 
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Collection for M. F. at Win- 
chester, Va. 
INITIATORY SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Of three dollars and upwards, from the 
following auxiliaries, applicable to 
the Missionary Fund, by a late vote 
of the Board. 


St. Mary’s, Georgia, Sunday 
School Society, $3 

First Presbyterian Church 
Male Sunday School, Phila- 
delphia, 

Georgia Sunday School Union, 

Milton, N. C. Sunday School 
Society, 

St. George’s Methodist Sunday 
School Society, Phil’a. 
Eighth Presbyterian Church 
Sabbath School Association, 

Philadelphia, 


5 
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Privileges.— Members of the American Sunday 
School Union, by the payment of thirty dollars 
at one time, or three dollars annually, have the 
privilege of receiving one copy (twelve numbers 
a year) of the American Sunday School Magazine, 
(this pablication) without additional charge—of 
purchasing books, for their own use, or gratuk 
tous distribution, published by the Union, at the 
reduced prices, and of voting at all meetings of 
the society. Every clergyman, who is a member 
of the society, and whose school society is at- 
tached to the Union, is privileged to attend and 
vote at all meetings of the Board. 

A person purchasing books to the amount 
of six dollars per annum, would, if a 
member, be allowed a discount of 25 
r cent, or, S$ 1 50 
Which, with the Magazine, 1 50 


Would be, 
the amount of his annual subscription. 


% 3 00 





NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 

Teachers’ Association.—We are re- 
quested to state, that the next meet- 
ing of the Association will be public, 
and that all the teachers, (both male 
and female,) and friends of sabbath 
schools are invited to attend. The 
meeting will be held in the large 
room in Cherry, between 5th and 6th 
streets, on Monday evening the 20th 
inst. when a quarterly report on the 
state of the schools in the city and 


_ liberties will be read, and it is ex- 
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pected that addresses will be deliver- 
ed, and other appropriate exercises 
take place on the occasion. 

“ Aquino,” ** Report of the Sun- 
day School Society of Lebanon,” and > 
“W.H., N. J.” are received. 

The authors of the prize essays 
are referred to the report of the ex- 


aminers on a preceding page. 





